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Editorial 


INVESTIGATING, ANALYSING 
AND CAMPAIGNING 


By Gerry Gable 


THIS MONTH we focus on the influence of 
Enoch Powell's ideas on organised racism to 
mark the centenary of his birth, examine the 
eurosceptic UK Independence Party and 
explain why its growth should concern 
democrats and antifascists, revisit the 
Traditional Britain Group which we exposed in 
May, look at the relationship between 
academic analysis and the antifascist 
movement and, as every month, investigate 
the British National Party and report on 
developments outside the UK. In short, 
another issue packed with strong investigation 
and analysis covering the whole span of the 
far right. 

We do more than report: our investigative 
work inside the two political motors of fascist 
thinking today, the New Right group and lona 
London Forum, has again borne fruit with the 
halting of a meeting at the House of Lords 
that was to have been addressed by a close 
associate of Holocaust deniers and 
antisemites. Searchlight passed the story to 
the Jewish Chronicle and the Labour peer 
Lord Nazir Ahmed, who was to chair the 
meeting, cancelled it as a result of learning 
about the backgrounds of those who had 
been invited. And our exposure of the various 
people with extreme views who run the 
Traditional Britain Group, which has 
pretentions to being an acceptable rightwing 
think tank, caused consternation. 

Searchlight has scratched below the surface 
of what appears to be a set of disparate 
organisations, ranging from Nazis to ultra- 
conservatives, and revealed the links between 
them. Such things are important to those of 
us who wish to defend democracy, so we will 
stay the course in exposing this murky area of 
British politics. 

Long-time readers have told us that they 
welcome our return to our traditional role — 
for nearly 50 years — of exposing and 
combating racist and fascist organisations, 
being a strong voice in defence of democracy 
and freedom, and putting the intelligence 
gained from inside the enemy camp to good 


use in the magazine and our website, which 
we relaunched late last year. 

We also attend a range of political and 
cultural events, provide briefings for the 
media, academics, parliamentarians, lawyers 
and trade unions, and support the growing, 
active resistance by grassroots antifascists to 
the violence coming from the various groups 
on the far right, which are increasingly linking 
up on the streets. 


Bad signs from Europe 


Open admiration of those who collaborated 
with Hitler's SS in the mass murder of Jewish 
and Roma people and others has become 
shamefully common in a number of East 
European members of the European Union. 
Now this sickness has spread to Spain and 
Italy. In Madrid, as we report on page 29, the 
right-wing Partido Popular has renamed a 
street after the fascist general Emilio Mola and 
is removing financial support from 
organisations that research into the 
“disappeared” of the Franco era. In Italy the 
mayor of Rome intends to rename a street 
after Giorgio Almirante, Mussolini's henchman 
who championed biological racism. 

Spain has just requested an £80 billion 
bailout from the EU and Italy may soon 
follow. The German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
should be embarrassed about helping 
governments that engage in, or at the very 
least tolerate, the rehabilitation of Nazism and 
fascism, but we won't hold our breath. 


Nazi paramilitaries 


In April we exposed the continued nazi 
infiltration of Britain's armed forces and raised 
the issue with government ministers and 
others, looking for action. Shortly after our 
June issue went to press we received a 
positive response in one case but nothing 
meaningful from the coalition government or 
opposition. Our performance mark for these 
politicians who clearly do not understand their 
brief or do not care enough to respond is: 
“could do better” — a lot better. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Investigation nvestigation 


BNP solves its ‘debt crisis’ with 
austerity cuts 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
remains on track to submit its accounts 
on time to the Electoral Commission 
according to Clive Jefferson, the party's 
national treasurer. In a discussion with 
Nick Griffin MEP, the BNP leader, filmed 
in Strasbourg on 14 June, Jefferson 
confirmed that the 2011 accounts, 
which at the time of speaking were still 
with the auditors, would show an 
“operating profit”, albeit £20,000 less 
than the £234,000 shown in the draft 
accounts presented in issue 3 of the 
party's internal Central Party Report. He 
did not explain the discrepancy. 

The operating profit is the figure 
before deducting £45,000 of legal costs 
relating to 2010, according to the draft 
accounts, but even so, a profit of some 
£170,000 compared to a loss of 
£401,962 in 2010 is a remarkable 
turnaround. Griffin might almost 
(though not quite) be forgiven for his 
obvious smugness in claiming, in one of 
the two homes of the European 
Parliament, that the BNP had overcome 
its own “debt crisis", although the 
party's balance sheet, of which not a 
word from Jefferson, will reveal the 
party's continued insolvency. 

Jefferson confirmed that the change 
in the party's fortunes had been the 
result of the party's own version of the 
cuts. The BNP's staff cuts had been 
“quick but effective", he said. 

Whether the party's unemployed 
former staff would concur is not known. 
If they were members of the BNP’s 
tame trade union Solidarity they might 
have had difficulty obtaining 
representation: Patrick Harrington, 
Solidarity's general secretary and all 
round dogsbody is also Griffin's staff 
manager and overall right-hand man in 
the slimmed down administration of the 
slimmed down party. 

Harrington was reported on the BNP 
section of the British Democracy Forum 
to have joined the BNP in May, news 
that was welcomed by several other 
participants, some of whom saw him as 
a potential successor to Griffin when 


(if?) he eventually steps 
down from the 
leadership. Harrington 
has denied the report 
claiming, in a comment 
on Searchlight's 
website, that he is 
“currently not a 
member of any Party”. 
Time will tell, but under 
the BNP's constitution a 
leadership candidate 
must have five years' 
continuous party 
membership. 

Griffin even accepted 


some blame for the party's past financial 


mismanagement, though only that he 
had appointed the wrong people as 
treasurer. Rather than putting “book- 
keepers” in charge, the job needed a 
“businessman” such as Jefferson, 
explained Griffin without elaborating on 
what sort of businessman Jefferson was. 

Jefferson did not do it all alone 
however. Griffin paid tribute to James 
Mole and Geoff Dickens, who make up 
the rest of the party's treasury team and 
unlike Jefferson are believed to have 
some accounting knowledge. But there 
was another in the BNP's cast. “God is 
on our side”, gushed Griffin, boasting 
that “several large bequests" had come 
the party's way this year. Whether that 
includes the disputed gift that we know 
of, from an overseas resident who at 
the time of his death was not a 
permissible donor under electoral law, 
he did not say. 

One bequest the party has already 
received, though for some reason 
Griffin did not see fit to mention it. 
Edward Hart's £28,736.97 turned up 
on 17 February 2012, and no doubt 
was immediately wasted on the party's 
failed London election campaign. 

Hart's exploits on behalf of his party 
were never such as to be recognised on 
the BNP website, but a BNP member 
and retired British Rail fireman of that 
name lived in Welling, southeast 
London. 


In 2011 the party received just two 
donations over £7,500, the reporting 
threshold: £20,000 in March from a 
Winifred Undey and £10,000 in 
November from Adam Francis 
Champneys a Kent farmer and frequent 
BNP donor. 

Meanwhile the party seems to be 
greatly occupied with its campaign for 
justice for Charlene Downes, a teenager 
who disappeared without trace in 
Blackpool in 2003, aged 14. Last year a 
Lancashire detective investigating her 
murder was forced to resign after being 
found guilty of misconduct. The BNP's 
interest is of course motivated by the 
fact that she was white and might have 
been a victim of grooming by Asian 
men, though as the murder is unsolved, 
that cannot be known. 

So desperate is the BNP to latch onto 
this campaign, the party has even given 
support to Margaret Walker, a 73-year- 
old woman who received an interim 
antisocial behaviour order at Fareham 
magistrates’ court in June ordering her 
not to write or distribute leaflets. After 
the BNP's poorly attended “united 
front" demonstration outside the court, 
the party moaned: “Why isn't our 
community behind Ms Downes and Mrs 
Walker in the same way the nation's 
media came together behind the family 
of Stephen Lawrence.” One glance at 
the leaflet from this crank and the 
reason is clear. 
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Enoch was wrong 


Adam Carter looks again at Enoch Powell's most famous speech 
and examines how its ideas have influenced organised racism and 
why we must still resist attempts to rehabilitate his views on race 
relations. He also suggests that Britain's multicultural society has 
largely disproved Powell's apocalyptic predictions. 


ON THE CENTENARY of the anniversary of Enoch Powell's 
birth came the expected flurry of media activity. In the Daily 
Telegraph, blogs by Ed West, Peter Oborne and Brendan 
O'Neill sought to differing extents to rehabilitate Powell. 
Over at the Daily Mail Simon Heffer, author of a lengthy and 
very sympathetic biography of Powell, used his column to 
praise his hero while Adrian Hilton focused on the new book 
Enoch at 100 (Biteback Publishers), edited by Lord Howard 
of Rising, which features contributions on Powell from 
Conservative thinkers such as the philosopher Roger Scruton, 
Tory peer Michael Forsyth, historian Andrew Roberts and 
former Conservative Party leader lain Duncan Smith 
(Searchlight will review the book next month). 

The case for Powell's defence among those who wish to 
rehabilitate him tends to concentrate on his education and 
erudition, ability to speak multiple languages and his 
contributions to other political debates — he was an early 
Eurosceptic and an advocate of the free market monetarism 
which came to characterise Thatcherite economic policy. 
Where his contentious views on race and immigration are 
concerned, apologists such as Heffer deny all charges of racism 
levelled against Powell. They will mention his war service 
fighting the Nazis, his passionate speech denouncing the 
murder of 11 Kenyans and the attempted cover-up by the 
British in 1959, and his colonialist affection towards India 
(Powell dreamed of being made Viceroy). 

All of these are true but it is also true that intelligent men in 
public life must bear responsibility for their own words and 
actions and the consequences that stem from them. If one 
reads Powell's famous speech today, one can see that it was 
powerful and artfully constructed with memorable phrase- 
making and skilful use of rhetorical flourishes such as the 
anecdotes of ‘ordinary people’. It was undoubtedly clever but 
it was also, as | discuss in more detail below, undoubtedly 
racist in construction and intent. It led in the short term to 
increased racial violence against Britain's black and Asian 
communities and in the longer term it provided overt racists 
with an air of legitimacy and an intellectual framework for 
their prejudice which has unfortunately continued to influence 
public debate on this sensitive issue. 


Re-reading the ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech 

The speech was made on 20 April (the anniversary of Hitler's 
birth) 1968 in Birmingham and (which is often overlooked) 
was one of three that Powell made on the subject of race that 
year. Powell, who at that time was Shadow Defence Secretary 
and Tory MP for Wolverhampton, had first criticised the 
government's immigration strategy in a speech in Walsall in 
February, but the media ignored it. Powell was determined 
that would not happen again. He briefed the media (although 
not the party leadership) in the run-up to the April speech to 
ensure the widest possible publicity and brought all his 
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Mad eyes, dark heart: Enoch Powell 


oratorical skills to the fore. The cleverness of Powell's speech 
when one reads it today is that it works on several levels — in 
brief (1) it adopts the populist tone of the ordinary working 
man, (2) it highlights the most inflammatory words supposedly 
spoken to him, (3) it switches the blame for racism from the 
perpetrators to the victims, (4) it creates the myth of the 
oppressed white minority being the victims of racism, (5) it 
regards integration as impossible, (6) it opines that the solution 
to immigration is not improved race relations but a numbers 
game, (7) a ‘race war' may well be inevitable. Each of these 
seven factors have been rhetorical techniques and specious 
arguments used ever since by organised racists. 


Populism 

By constructing the speech around a series of encounters 
between Powell and his constituents, it purports to be the 
voice of the ‘decent ordinary working man (or woman)’. This 
allowed Powell to adopt a populist tone which would have a 
wide appeal to the working class, who could identify with 
these constituents, and to distance himself from charges of 
racism using the defence that he was merely reporting the 
genuine fears of his correspondents. There is, of course, 
considerable doubt about whether the constituents genuinely 
existed (the press were never able to identify them) other than 
in Powell's imagination but by rooting the speech in supposed 
real-world examples it gave the wider discussion of policy and 
politics a powerful empathetic and non-rational immediacy. 


Race-baiting 

Powell also underlined the emotional impact by choosing to 
‘quote’ the most inflammatory language possible: “In this 
country in 15 or 20 years’ time the black man will have the 
whip hand over the white man ... She finds excreta pushed 
through her letter box. When she goes to the shops, she is 
followed by children, charming, wide-grinning piccaninnies." 
As an intelligent master of language, Powell must have known 
that this was crude race-baiting rather than composed 
reflection on social problems and public policy. 


Blaming the victims 

Powell claimed (based on no evidence) that the majority of 
immigrants did not want to integrate into British society. 
Unsurprisingly he also opposed the incoming race relations 
legislation which would prevent discrimination. In fact, rather 
than addressing the real racism directed against the new 
immigrants, Powell turned this on its head and tried to claim 
that it was actually the majority white population that was the 
threatened minority: “they began to hear, as time went by, 
more and more voices which told them that they were now 
the unwanted”. Powell switched the blame from the 
perpetrators of racism and onto the victims of racism: “The 
discrimination and the deprivation, the sense of alarm and of 
resentment, lies not with the immigrant population but with 


those among whom they have — — — 
come and are still coming." 

Powell's solution was 
repatriation “promoting the 
maximum outflow” by “the 
encouragement of re- 
emigration” which he falsely 
claimed was Tory party policy. 
Powell was the first prominent 
politician to discuss repatriation 
although he did not use the teas SERED 
term until his speech in 
Eastbourne in 1968. 

The final and best known 
rhetorical flourish, influenced 
by the recent ‘race riots’ in the 
US, was Powell's predictions 
of inevitable ‘race war’ in his 
gloomy prognostication: “As 
| look ahead, | am filled with 
foreboding; like the Roman, 
| seem to see the River Tiber 
foaming with much blood". 
This infamous section of Powell's 
speech actually became a self- 
fulfilling prophecy as violent 
racists felt empowered and 
legitimated by his rhetoric and, 
in the days and weeks after the widespread media coverage of 
his speech, there were numerous attacks on ethnic minorities. 
Many black and Asian Britons have since talked about how 
they suddenly felt threatened and intimidated in the 
immediate aftermath of Powell's provocative speechmaking. 

This is the sad truth of Powell's legacy for race relations. 

An intelligent and articulate public figure provided succour to 
bigots of every type from those wishing to ‘rationalise’ 
discrimination to vulgar street thugs. He was rejected by the 
Conservative Party when Prime Minister Edward Heath bravely 
sacked him from the Front Bench and his erroneous arguments 
and discourse were adopted by the recently formed National 
Front for which he provided a considerable boost in terms of 
support and apparent validity. However Powell rejected 
overtures to become involved with the NF and his own 
supporting organisation Powellight, established in the early 
1970s and run by veteran far-right activist and former wartime 
intelligence agent Bee Carthew, never amounted to more than 
a few hundred supporters even if some of them were later 
influential and well-known. 

But rather than his organisational influence, it was Powell's 
use of his formidable gifts to foment and legitimise racial 
hatred that should be his poisonous legacy. In the words of 
A. Sivanandan, one of Britain's leading thinkers on racism, 
“Enoch Powell changed the parameters of the race debate in 
Britain both in Parliament and in the country at large, and 
gave a fillip to popular racism that made the lives of black 
people hell. He brought scholarship and reason to white 
working-class fears and prejudices and, by stirring up the 
basest emotions with messianic oratory, drove London dockers 
and meat porters to march on Parliament to demand the 
immediate repatriation of ‘the coloureds', who were taking 
their jobs, their homes, their daughters ... He took the shame 
out of middle-class racism ... and to the genteel racism of the 
haute bourgeoisie, he brought the comforting message that ... 
there were still the lesser breeds.” 

Every time that the English Defence League claim that they 
are not racist but speaking up for the white English because 
no one else does, or the British National Party march under 
the slogan “rights for whites" or the NF advocate repatriation, 
or ‘traditionalists’ outline their apocalyptic fears about 
multiculturalism, or right-wing populists claim to be speaking 


Letter to Bee Carthew, organiser of the Powellight 
Association, requesting permission to hold a 
demonstration in solidarity with Enoch Powell 


Part of an early 1970s Monday Club leaflet discussing the 
candidates in an election to the club's executive. The first 
named is Neil Hamilton, former MP for Tatton, described 
as a member of Powellight. The second column discusses 
the arguments between Mosleyites and Powellites inside 

Monday Club. 


for the ‘ordinary working man’ on immigration, they are 
consciously, or not, harking back to arguments articulated 
most memorably and perniciously by Enoch Powell. His views 
on race and immigration have no place in Britain in the 21st 
Century. They didn't have any place in Britain in the 20th 
Century either. 

Despite much work still to be done, ongoing tensions in 
some areas and continued attempts by racists to divide us, 
Britain is undoubtedly a multiracial society where many non- 
white people are as British as their white counterparts and 
people from different countries, backgrounds and cultures 
work and live together harmoniously. Every day British society 
proves that Enoch was wrong. 
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All the young fogeys 


The Traditional Britain Group listens to a conspiratorial view of racist dystopia 


By Adam Carter 


“IN THIS COUNTRY IN 15 or 20 
years’ time the black man will have 
the whip hand over the white man," 
said Enoch Powell in one of the most 
offensive parts of his 1968 ‘Rivers of 
Blood’ speech. This deep-seated 
racist fear about a future in which 
the role of ‘the white man’ is 
diminished by black immigration has 
become a standard trope in the 
paranoid rhetoric of the extreme 
right. It can be seen in full-length 
racist tracts such as Jean Raspail’s 
virulently anti-immigrant novel 
Camp of the Saints (1973) and 
British nazi godfather Colin Jordan's 
novel Merrie England 2000 (1993), 
and it informed the speech by Dr 
Frank Ellis at the Traditional Britain 
Group (TBG) dinner celebrating the 
centenary of Enoch Powell in London 
on 16 June. 


Ellis was addressing about 40 
supporters of the TBG in the 
upmarket East of India gentlemen's 
club in St James. A former lecturer 
in Russian and Slavonic studies at 
Leeds University, Ellis was 
suspended, and then took early 
retirement, following a furore over 
controversial comments he made 


Caption: Stuart Millson (left), TBG speaker in 2011 and former BNP 
activist, converses with Prince Michael of Kent at a TBG function 
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linking race with 
IQ 
in 2006. 


His 
inflammatory 
speech would 
not have been 
out of place in 
any fascist 
gathering of the 
past thirty years. 
It presented a 
bizarre 
conspiratorial 
view of history 
in which 
contemporary 
Britain is in the grip of “liberal 
totalitarianism” and “multiculturalism 
... has emerged as the threat to the 
integrity of nation states to replace 
communism". The “new 
totalitarians” (as in all the best 
conspiracy theories Ellis doesn't 
identify who this shadowy group is) 
have, through insanely clever 
ideological manipulation, supposedly 
taken over all the main institutions in 
the UK including Parliament, the 
Church of England, the media, the 
police, the education system and 

the armed forces. 


The consequences of 
this alarming conspiracy 
are that supposedly 
“millions of immigrants” 


Frank Ellis speaks at last month's TBG 
Enoch Powell centenary dinner 


TBG vice-president Gregory Lauder-Frost and Enoch Powell biographer Simon Heffer 
at a TBG dinner in 2006 at Simpson’s-in-the-Strand 


or “aliens” are bringing “Third world 
problems” and criminality to the UK. 
Ellis then embraces a dystopian 
vision where immigration and “race 
war" ruin the UK: “Mass 
immigration, legal or illegal, is the 
single biggest threat to this country 
and at the time of speaking it is 
slowly and relentlessly destroying us 
... The political caste in this country, 
people charged with the defence of 
our country’s interests and very 
existence, have exploited the cult of 
multiculturalism as a way to destroy 
this ancient creation called England.” 


Despite its extremist sentiments — 
and this idea of a conspiracy using 
immigration to destroy Britain has 
always been a core part of fascist, 

not Conservative, rhetoric - the 
speech was well received by the 
audience of young fogeys and 
elderly traditionalists and has since 
been posted on the TBG's website. 
As we reported in our May issue, 
the TBG was revived (by its own 
account) in 2007 with a younger 
leadership and has become an 
important meeting point where an 


older generation of experienced 
militants such as Gregory Lauder- 
Frost, Lord Sudelely, Sam Swerling, 
Adrian Davies and Stuart Millson 
mingle with a younger group of 
activists many of whom recently 
graduated from university and are 
using social media to spread the 
reactionary message. 


Its new chairman Louis Welcomme, 
who works as a marketing executive 
for a company supplying recruitment 
software in Norwich, graduated from 
Newcastle University in 2009 and 
has been credited as the driving 
force behind the revitalisation of the 
group. He is helped by Liam Stokes, 
the TBG secretary, who lectures in 
game and wildlife management at 
the Lackham Campus of Wiltshire 
College and writes a monthly column 
for the Shooting Gazette. TBG 
committee members include Henry 
Hopwood-Phillips based in London, 
who wrote a response on the TBG 
website to our original article and 
has also been writing regularly on 
the Tory Reform Group blog — 
despite the fact that the inclusive 
‘one nation’ policies of that group 
are far removed from the reactionary 


TBG 2009 summer social: Matt Tait, towering in the background 


anti-immigrant propaganda of the 
TBG — and Calum Heaton-Gent, 

a vice-chairman of Sheffield 
University Conservative society. 
Searchlight can also reveal that one 
of the younger activists attending 
TBG events in the past is Matt Tait, 
a former British National Party 
council candidate and Bletchley 
organiser, who is also a prime 
mover in the New Right meetings, 
often reported in Searchlight, which 
regularly bring together racists, 
antisemites and Holocaust deniers. 
Former BNP North East regional 
organiser Kevin Scott seems on 
friendly terms with Welcomme and 
posts regularly on the TBG 
Facebook page. 


TBG has announced a joint 
meeting with the Quarterly Review 
on the theme of “Another Country - 
Whatever Happened to Traditional 
Britain?” on 20 October in central 
London. Quarterly Review is a 
conservative cultural magazine 
which has tried to rival The Salisbury 
Review as the leading exponent of 
thoughtful (although sometimes 
controversial) reactionary 
Conservatism. Quarterly Review is 
edited by Derek Turner, 
the former leader of the 
Irish nazi group, the 
Social Action Initiative, 
who once referred to 
himself as “your 
neighbourhood nazi". 
Turner was the editor 
of Right Now!, the 
most influential voice 
(1993-2006) on the 
racist fringe of the 
Conservative Party, 
which was singled out 
by Robin Cook, then 


\ 


Derek Turner and Sam Swerling, former Tory 
councillor now active in the moves to form a new 
party to replace the BNP, at a 2005 TBG dinner 


Foreign Secretary, in 2000 in an 
attack on former Conservative leader 
William's Hague's inability to contain 
extremists in his 

own party. 


The meeting is more evidence of 
TBG's ambitions to develop from an 
occasional traditionalist talking shop 
into the de facto leading group on 
the right of the Conservative Party. 
Whether its older mentors maintain 
their interest and the younger 
activists can make the transition from 
student politics to achieve these 
ambitions remains to be seen. 


The Aneurin Bevan Society 
is seeking a successor to our 
retiring Honorary Secretary, 
Lawrie Nerva. 


For an initial chat please 
phone 020 8904 8483. 


July 2012 | Searchlight | 9 


|Investigation| nvestigation 


UKIP still caught between the 
mainstream right and extremism 


UKIP's leader is flirting with the idea of a Conservative-UKIP electoral pact at the 
same time as new allegations of extremist links have emerged reports Adam Carter 


WHILE THE RIGHT-WING populist eurosceptic UK 
Independence Party (UKIP) was still riding high in opinion 
polls about voting intentions at the next general election, 
allegations have again surfaced of its links to groups on the 
extreme right. The Sunday Times/You Gov poll of 15-17 
June had UKIP maintaining the 8% support it has 
demonstrated for several months, only a point behind the 
Liberal Democrats (with Labour on 44% and the 
Conservatives on 32%). At the same time there were 
allegations on a number of right-wing websites, backed by 
Searchlight's own sources, that UKIP's North East regional 
organiser, Gordon Parkin, was at the nationalist unity 
meeting hosted by the British National Party MEP Andrew 
Brons in Newcastle on 27 May, which featured 
representatives from the BNP and more extreme groups 
such as the National Front, England First Party and the 
British People’s Party. 

As | argued in last month's Searchlight, many factors in 
the current economic and political climate have created an 
extremely favourable set of circumstances for UKIP, which 
are reflected in its comparatively strong backing in opinion 
polls. The ongoing crisis in the Eurozone, law and order 
concerns about the European Court of Justice and the 
Human Rights Act, worries about economic migrants from 
the EU's poorer countries, and populist distrust of politicians 
who are seen as elite, self-serving and distant from the 
people are all contributing to UKIP’s support. When one 
adds in widespread working-class disillusionment with the 
mainstream parties and the disenchantment of large 
numbers of right-wing supporters of the Conservative Party 
with the coalition government then there is a rich potential 
seam of support. 


Strategic eurosceptics and polite 


xenophobes 
Recent polling evidence and analysis from both the 
mainstream right and the left suggests that UKIP is 
beginning to consolidate its electoral support. It has been 
successful in wooing disaffected Conservatives. There has 
been a marked increase in those who voted Conservative in 
2010 who are now considering voting for UKIP at the next 
election and according to a recent poll in the Independent on 
Sunday, “Ten per cent of 2010's Tory voters say they have 
already decided to back UKIP, while 26 per cent of those 
who still support the Conservatives are ‘seriously considering’ 
switching to support the Eurosceptic fringe party." 

Research from the academics Dr Robert Ford and Dr 
Matthew Goodwin identifies these ex-Tories as “Strategic 
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Eurosceptics [who] are older alienated Conservatives 
supporting UKIP as a means to express dissatisfaction with 
the mainstream status quo over Europe”. Their research 
also suggests that UKIP is starting to win and, more 
importantly, retain support from working-class voters who 
may be prepared to vote for the party in national as well as 
European elections. They identify these UKIP supporters as 
“Polite xenophobes [who] are more economically insecure, 
working class voters who hold strongly populist views on a 
range of issues — including hostility to immigrants, anxiety 
about Islam and disaffection with mainstream politics — and 
who regard UKIP as an outlet for these views”. In simple 
terms, this consolidation of electoral support for UKIP 
would be decisive in preventing a Tory majority at the next 
general election. 

While the social and economic upheaval in Greece, Spain, 
lreland, Italy and elsewhere in the EU has been adding fuel 
to the fire of its opposition to the European currency, UKIP 
has also been publicising a number of right-wing populist 
stances against issues such as foreign aid, immigration, gay 
rights, the Human Rights Act, wind farms and the high 
speed rail link, which are intended to bolster its support 
among Conservatives particularly in the south of England. 
In a recent interview with The Spectator UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage attacked the Conservative leadership of David 
Cameron: “He's a committed warmist [this refers to his 
belief in manmade climate change — author note] and he 


UKIP leader Nigel Farage: believes Conservative Associations would prefer alliance 
with UKIP to one with Lib Dems 


Supporters of a UKIP/Conservative electoral pact: Conor Burns, Bournemouth 
Conservative MP, and Daniel Hannan, Conservative MEP for South East England 


wants to build wind turbines all over Britain. He's so 
committed to the EU that he doesn't want to have a 
referendum in case we give the wrong answer and he sees 
no difficulties at all with mass immigration, it's cheaper 
chauffeurs and gardeners and nannies. He completely has 
turned his back on the concept of grammar schools to give 
people from poorer backgrounds the opportunity to get 
on." 


Pact talk 


Farage also floated the possibility that if UKIP were 
approached by local Conservative associations prepared to 
go against their own party leadership and co-operate with 
UKIP, then there may be the possibility of an informal 
UKIP/Conservative pact. This suggestion prompted Conor 
Burns, the Conservative MP for Bournemouth West, 
blogging on the ConservativeHome website, to propose 
joint Conservative/UKIP candidates stating that “there 
might ... be another party starting to nestle 12% or so in 
the polls with whom we may wish to make common cause 
for Britain". The influential Conservative MEP Daniel 
Hannan, among others, also supported this idea, writing in 
The Daily Telegraph that, “One way or another, we need 
to get to the point where Conservative and UKIP voters 
can back the same candidates”. 

Farage himself followed up on the comments, stating on 
UKIP’s website that, “Many Conservative Associations now 
fear that an alliance with the Liberal Democrats could be 
put to the electorate next time; an alliance which would see 
both parties’ names appearing on the ballot paper under 
single candidate. Indeed, electoral law has been changed to 
allow such an arrangement. As David Cameron has already 
spoken of a ‘Conservative-led’ government after 2015, 
their fears are well-founded. The vast majority of 
Conservative Associations would prefer an alliance with 
UKIP. My own view is that any such alliance could only be 
contemplated after a promise to give the country a fair In- 
Out EU referendum had been made an unbreakable 
Manifesto pledge.” 

Some Tories have dismissed Farage's comments as 
mischief-making while others have argued that his long 
term strategy is to try to split the Tory party via a 
referendum on Britain's continued membership of the EU. 
This would cause the long-simmering differences within the 
Conservatives — and to some extent between the leadership 


and the grassroots — to come to the surface with many 
eurosceptic Tories prepared to align themselves with UKIP 
against the more pro-European leadership. 


Defections 

UKIP's support is certainly causing problems for the 
Conservatives. As well as the concerns about elections, 
there are now regular defections from the Conservative 
Party to UKIP at member and councillor level as well as the 
high-profile defection of Roger Helmer MEP. Daniel 
Hannan MEP has admitted that “losses have been 
especially severe among our younger and more libertarian 
members". 

There has also been much speculation in the fevered 
Westminster village that several MPs may also defect with 
names such as Nadine Dorries (Mid Beds), Philip Hollobone 
(Kettering), Philip Davies (Shipley) and Mark Pritchard 
(Wrekin) being bandied about by bloggers and journalists. 
Dorries addressed this very issue herself writing on 
ConservativeHome that, “It would take only two MPs to 
cross the floor to give UKIP the publicity and coverage it 
needs to harness public disquiet and dissatisfaction with 
Cameron and the other main parties”. 

Such a high-profile defection would undoubtedly be a 
massive boost for UKIP and grant the party an enhanced 
credibility and high profile with the electorate. Given the 
deep euroscepticism among several of these MPs, the 
profound disenchantment with their own party leadership 
and the fact that some of them could be negatively 
affected by boundary changes in 2013, a defection is not 
beyond the realms of possibility. These Conservative fears 
are exacerbated by the very real possibility that UKIP may 
come first in the 2014 European elections, where it 
generally polls strongest, and humiliate the Tories in the 
run-up to the expected 2015 general election. 


sa 


Attended a far-right meeting: UKIP North East organiser Gordon Parkin 
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UKIP and the extremists 

While UKIP's leaders dream of the high politics of 
Westminster, Searchlight can reveal that it is still involved in 
the grubby extremist end of politics. The UKIP organiser for 
the North East region, Gordon Parkin, attended the 
nationalist unity meeting in Newcastle on 27 May. This 
event (see page 21) was organised by former BNP 
organisers Kevin Scott and Ken Booth and featured 
contributions from the BNP and NF as well as overtly fascist 
groups such as the England First Party and the British 
People’s Party. According to the report on the mistitled Civil 
Liberty website run by Scott, “The UKIP representative 
insisted, despite the blanket ban by UKIP’s leadership on 
members of the BNP, NF, etc, joining the party, that the 
meetings were important and the event was a useful 
patriotic forum in the North East of England”. Similar 
reports were posted on the UKIP-supporting British 
Democracy Forum website. When contacted by the author, 
UKIP North East claimed not to know anything about this 


Why bother with UKIP? 


Some people have questioned in the past whether Searchlight should be covering UKIP as, they argue, itis not an 
extreme-right party. Here are some of the reasons why its activities should concern democrats, antiracists and 


antifascists. 
1) UKIP is a right-wing populist party 


The nature of the far right has evolved in the past decade and UKIP is an example of that. 


UKIP is NOT the same as the British National Party and Searchlight has never argued this. UKIP advocates a civic 
nationalism based on national rather than ethnic identity. Unlike the BNP, it has consistently had members (in small 
numbers) from ethnic minorities and it has never (unlike the BNP) had policies based on arcane biological conceptions 


of racial superiority. 


However UKIP’s brand of nationalism has much in common with right-wing populist parties in Europe such as the 
Freedom Party in the Netherlands, True Finns, Danish People's Party and Lega Nord and it is no surprise that UKIP has 
joined up with some of these parties in the European Parliament. It is not only Searchlight that identifies UKIP in this 
section of the political spectrum: a whole raft of recent academic research has examined UKIP's ideology and also 
identified it as a right-wing populist party. The anti-immigrant anti-Islam and, at times, overtly racist, nature of some of 
these parties is a genuine concern for all anti-racists and democrats. 


2) UKIP’s rhetoric, policies and electoral support often overlap with those of the extreme right 
UKIP has only recently developed a full range of policies other than the euroscepticism and the anti-immigration 


but Searchlight sources have confirmed the online reports 
and Parkin's presence and vocal support. As well as being a 
regional organiser, Parkin has previously stood as a general 
election candidate for UKIP in 2010 (3.9% 6th place) and 
2005 (2.7% 5th place). 

Parkin's participation in the meeting is further proof 
(following the revelations in last month's Searchlight of 
UKIP overtures to the EDL-affiliated British Freedom Party) 
that despite its gestures towards mainstream Conservatism, 
and the supposed blanket ban on former members of 
extreme-right parties joining the party, UKIP retains 
ongoing problems with extremists in its own ranks who are 
prepared to find common cause with overt racists. We will 
find out whether Farage and the UKIP leadership are 
prepared to take action against Parkin and any other NE 
UKIP members who may have been present. It also remains 
to be seen whether some Conservatives are prepared to 
carry on discussing closer collaboration with UKIP while it 
still has internal problems with extremism. 


i 


stance for which it is best known. As | showed in last month's Searchlight, its policies are a mix of free market 
economics, libertarianism, Conservatism and social authoritarianism. Its policies on issues such as immigration, race 
relations, Islam and climate change have much in common with the extreme right. UKIP has also previously embraced 
an Islamophobia very similar to that of the European counter-jihad groups such as the English Defence League. 
Academic research has also firmly established that UKIP's electoral appeal is to both disaffected Tories AND working 
class voters who would under other circumstances vote for the BNP. 


3) UKIP has had a long history of connections with the extreme right 


Despite its blanket ban on membership for those who have previously been in groups on the extreme right such as the 
BNP, there have been repeated instances of UKIP members associating with other extreme-right groups, which 
Searchlight and others have catalogued over the years, and the nationalist unity meeting is only the latest example of 


this. A number of UKIP members have previously been criticised for racist and homophobic comments (and former 


leading member Mark Daniel in Cranks and Gadflies, his sympathetic and entertaining history of the party, admits that 
there are homophobes and racists in the party). They are not unique in this but it does make their activities a legitimate 


sphere of interest for anti-racists and progressives. 
4) The whole far-right landscape is changing in the UK 


The collapse of the BNP, the problems within the Conservative party, the rise of UKIP and the consequences of 
economic austerity measures and other socioeconomic factors mean that the entire composition of the mainstream 
right and the extreme right in the UK is going through seismic changes. UKIP is a key part of those changes and it is 
important for anti-fascists to understand how it fits into the broader picture. 


——— ssisisC«Cisi?’SCOSORSONCsCsCés‘(‘(’y’COCCidézéC#CWNizszsCizi;déC;C;z##*+;#”#t#tété(i;é;s# 


12 | Searchlight | July 2012 


8 


os i 20950 51001] 


Tory MP causes outrage with ‘huge 
admiration for General Pinochet’ 


By Adam Carter 


ANDREW ROSINDELL, the 
Conservative MP for Romford, has 
sparked outrage after he expressed his 
“huge admiration" for General 
Augusto Pinochet, the late Chilean 
dictator who died in 2006. Rosindell 
made the offensive comments after it 
was revealed that Osman Dervish, the 
recently appointed head of Havering 
Council's crime and disorder 
committee and head of the local 
Conservative party, had belonged to 
an Augusto Pinochet fan club on 
Facebook. 

Dervish has since admitted regret for 
his actions and blamed youthful folly 
but Rosindell was robust in defence of 
the Chilean dictator. The MP told The 
Romford Recorder, “Yes, there were 
atrocities, but so there were in all the 
other countries in South America. The 
previous regime in Chile was far 
worse. Pinochet ousted a communist 
regime in Chile that was butchering its 
people. Compared with the rest of 
Latin America during the 70s and 80s, 
Chile turned into a free society where 
people were able to prosper. He then 
helped us win the Falklands War, 
liberating the British people of the 
Falklands and preventing the many 
deaths of British soldiers. We should 
be grateful for what he did for our 
country. If Osman happened to join a 
group, then so what? | would happily 
be a member of that group. | have 
huge admiration for General 
Pinochet." 

As many Searchlight readers will 
know, Pinochet's regime came to 
power in a ClA-backed coup against 
the democratically elected 
government of Salvador Allende in 
1973. Despite Rosindell's fanciful 
claims and appalling moral relativism, 
the Allende government was not 
involved in butchering its own people 
although Pinochet's regime certainly 
was. According to official reports 
about 3,000 people were killed or 
‘disappeared’ by Pinochet's 


bloodthirsty dictatorship while around 
30,000 people were tortured. 

Jon Cruddas, the Labour MP for 
neighbouring Rainham and 
Dagenham, was among those who 
condemned Rosindell's remarks, “Let's 
remember a few basic facts. Augusto 
Pinochet assumed power in a coup d’ 
état and overthrew a democratically 
elected government. According to 
various reports and investigations 
thousands of people were killed in this 
process, and tens of thousands were 
interned and tortured by his regime. | 
simply don't think he is an acceptable 
role model for an MP. | would like 
Andrew to think again about his 
support for this tyrant." 

That Rosindell might make such 
offensive comments is not entirely 
surprising as he has a long, and at 
times controversial, history of support 
for far-right causes. Rosindell was the 
director of the eurosceptic European 
Foundation think tank from 1997 to 
2001. Searchlight revealed in 1999 
that the Foundation sought close links 
with the Alleanza Nazionale (AN), the 
Italian fascist group led by Gianfranco 
Fini, and held at least five meetings to 
discuss future cooperation in the 
European Parliament. In an email 
posted on the AN's website, Rosindell 
had announced: “| am very proud to 
be associated with Azione Giovani 
[the AN's youth organisation]". 

Rosindell was among the signatories 
to a letter to the Daily Telegraph 
urging the government to take a 
tough stance on asylum in 2000 and 
was one of three MPs forced to resign 
his membership of the far-right 
Monday Club after pressure from lain 
Duncan Smith, the Conservative 
leader at the time, in 2001. Rosindell, 
who believes in the restoration of the 
death penalty, is also a supporter of 
the Freedom Association, the right- 
wing pressure group which has 
expressed its own admiration for the 
free market economic regime under 


Andrew Rosindell MP: urged to think again 


Pinochet's dictatorship. 

It must be said that Rosindell is not 
alone as a member of the 
Conservative Party who is sympathetic 
to Pinochet's regime. Former Prime 
Minister Lady Thatcher has expressed 
support for him on several occasions 
and spoke out on the dictator's behalf 
when he was arrested in London in 
1999 on a Spanish warrant seeking to 
try him on charges alleging human 
rights violations. Thatcher,who met 
Pinochet several times while he was 
under house arrest in the UK, 
repeatedly expressed thanks for 
Pinochet's help during the Falklands 
War in 1982 and claimed that he 
brought democracy and economic 
stability to Chile. She had very little to 
say about the documented human 
rights abuses that took place during 
his dictatorship. * 


*For readers who want to know more 
about Pinochet's time in the UK, | 
recommend Pinochet in Piccadilly by 
Andy Beckett (Faber, 2003) 
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The death of Richard Hunt: 
anarchist turned radical right guru 


By Adam Carter 


RICHARD HUNT, who died in May 
aged 79, was a controversial figure 
in radical environmental circles 
whose ideological position shifted 
from anarchism to engagement with 
the radical right. He had been ill for 
some time following a stroke. Hunt 
was one of the founding editors of 
Green Anarchist in 1984, having 
previously written for another 
environmental publication, Green 
Line. While Hunt was editor, Green 
Anarchist began to publish some 
articles with questionable politics 
and he left the magazine in 1991 
after a row erupted over an editorial 
that praised nationalism and support 
for British troops in the Gulf War. 

Hunt quickly established his own 
magazine Alternative Green, which 
espoused his peculiar version of 
‘nationalist anarchism’ and which 
quickly attracted the condemnation 
of the left and the praise of the 
radical right. A/ternative Green was 
subtitled green anarchism for the 
politically incorrect and claimed it 
was trying to combine “the loyalty 
of the right with the compassion of 
the left”. 

In the magazine and his self- 
published book To End Poverty 
(1997) Hunt combined a simplistic 
reworking of dependency theory (a 
rich ‘core’ exploiting a poor 
‘periphery’) with arguments in 
favour of a complete rejection of 
modern urban-centred capitalist 
society. The ideal society he 
advocated was a primitivist model of 
small rural communities bound 
together by mystical ties of kinship. 

This blood and soil vision of 
tribalist utopia proved attractive to 
some on the radical right and the 
new right who were exploring 
similar critiques of democracy and 
capitalism. Hunt's magazine 
featured contributions from, among 
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others, David Kerr, the former Ulster 
National Front leader, Michael 
Walker, one-time London NF 
organiser and editor of the new 
right magazine Scorpion, and 
Patrick Harrington, who had been 
chair of the NF and was at that time 
leader of the Third Way (and is now 
heavily involved with the BNP 
although claims not to be a 
member). 

Alternative Green was exposed by 
Searchlight in the mid-1990s in a 
series of articles that revealed 
attempts by the fascist and radical 
right to influence new age and 
environmental groups. Although 
Hunt was then largely shunned by 
left-leaning environmental and 
anarchist groups (anti-fascists 
opposed his presence at the 
Anarchist Heretics Fair in Brighton in 
2000 for example), his ideas were 
seminal to the development of a 
small number of ideological 
innovations on the radical right 
which sought to unite nationalism 
and elements of green anarchism. 

Hunt's biggest influence was 
undoubtedly on the radical right 
veteran Troy Southgate whose 
‘national anarchism’ (see Searchlight 
January 2012) owes an enormous 
amount to Hunt's thinking. 
Southgate declared in a Facebook 
tribute that “Richard was a great 
inspiration to me personally and if it 
wasn't for his booklet, The Natural 
Society (1995), and his book, To 
End Poverty (1997), | would not 
have become an Anarchist in the 
mid-1990s and National-Anarchism 
as we know it would not exist.” 
Hunt wrote for one of Southgate’s 
publications, The English 
Alternative, and Southgate even 
briefly took over the running of 
Alternative Green when Hunt 
became ill. It was more recently run 


by Adrian White but has now 
ceased publication. 

Hunt's work was not particularly 
sophisticated and lacks the 
theoretical richness of other 
anarcho-primitivists such as John 
Zerzan. In many ways he was a 
strange person to become involved 
with the far right as he claimed to 
reject racism and homophobia. But 
when the left quite rightly 
repudiated his chauvinistic 
nationalism, he tapped into similar 
trends of ‘back-to-the-land' 
tribalism within the radical right and 
they became his natural 
constituency. 

It says much about his legacy that 
his passing was ignored by the left 
but was reported on several right- 
wing websites such as the National 
Anarchist Movement's Facebook 
page and Civil Liberty (run by the 
former BNP member Kevin Scott) 
while there was a lengthy tribute on 
the Attack The System blog by 
fellow ‘nationalist anarchist’ Wayne 
John Sturgeon. 
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Conflict besets Blood 


and H 


THE NEW ALLIANCE of British nazi 
groups that seemed to present a 
challenge to Blood and Honour has 
faltered due to conflicts between its 
musical and “political” wings. 

The year 2012 began relatively 
successfully for the alliance of the UK 
“chapter” of Volksfront (VFUK), 
Racial Volunteer Force (RVF), British 
Freedom Fighters and the Pirates 
group. On 10 March, the RVF held a 
“Unity gig” to commemorate four of 
the five members of the band Violent 
Storm who were killed in a car 
accident in March 1992. The gig was 
held at the Riverside Tavern in 
Newport, but the landlord admitted 
afterwards that he had been duped 
by the concert organisers who had 
promised a “night of 2-Tone Ska 
music”. Investigation of the 
outrageous event is understood to be 
in the hands of none other than 
Special Branch. If the breach of 
licensing regulations is confirmed, the 
offence can carry a maximum 
sentence of six months’ jail or a 
£20,000 fine. 

After threatening to “smash up” 
the alliance's gigs, Blood and Honour 
attempted to disrupt the Unity gig by 
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holding a separate Violent Storm 
memorial on the same day, also in 
Wales. B&H's gig was supported by 
the bands Section 88 and Celtic 
Warrior, whose lead singer Nigel 
“Billy” Bartlett was jailed in 2009 for 
five years and three months after 
pleading guilty to selling a stun gun, 
CS gas canisters and illegal drugs. 
Interestingly, Bartlett, a former builder 
and nightclub bouncer, had been 
released on conditional bail in 2008 
after pleading not guilty to supplying 
class A and B drugs, as well as 
possessing racist materials. 

Despite its pompous start, the anti- 
B&H alliance seems to have already 
destroyed itself. The internal conflict 
surfaced before and during the 
European Althing 2012, a social event 
organised by the VFUK. The 
gathering was set to take place in 
South England on 5 and 6 June but 
heavy rain left the land that the VFUK 
had rented for the event completely 
flooded. 

This was not the only blow to the 
organisation. Already in mid-April, 
three bands that were to play at the 
European Althing fell out with the 
VFUK: Avalon, Criminal Brainstorm 
and Turnball AC's. The departure of 
Avalon and therefore the Pirates 
group was particularly painful, as the 
band's lead singer Graham “Grumpy” 
Thompson was in the forefront of the 
anti-B&H alliance and even launched 
a (now closed down) social 
networking website. Yet it was 
Thompson who had a tiff with the 
VFUK and eventually split Avalon in 
spring. Thompson is also said to have 
conned his band “mates” over 
money. 

The night before the Althing, British 
Volksfront activists, joined by the 
group's members and supporters from 
the USA, Spain and Australia, went to 
a pub in Somerset and the usual nazi 
drinking spree began. It continued the 
next day when more nazis from the 


ar rivals 


By Alexander Gray 


RVF and the South Wales division of 
British Movement arrived in the pub 
to booze up and listen to music in the 
function room. Although Avalon had 
pulled out, two ex-members of the 
band formed a one-off group with 
ex-members of Unit 28 and played 
covers from Skrewdriver, the founding 
band of white power music. They 
were followed by a ballads set by two 
female singers. An event that had 
promised camping, football, tug of 
war, archery and target shooting 
ended up a trivial booze night with 
dull music. 

B&H has fared hardly better 
recently. On 5 May, B&H's North 
West Division held a concert in 
Manchester that featured Whitelaw, 
March or Die and Hearts of Oak. 
However, B&H is planning two annual 
gigs for this summer. On 14 July, the 
B&H London Brigade is holding a No 
Surrender gig (Aryan, Blackout, 
Legion of St George, and Gentleman 
Thugs), while on 18 August the 
Welsh Division is organising a 
memorial gig for “Stinko, the Celtic 
Warrior bass player who died on 18 
August 1998 (Brutal Attack, Blackout, 
and March or Die). 
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MORE THAN 2,000 delegates attended Unison's 
successful policy-making conference in Bournemouth 
last month and many of them visited Searchlight's stall. 

Unison is now gearing up for the TUC's anti-cuts 
march in London on 20 October, which poses a 
dilemma for delegates from Norwich, who told 
Searchlight that they also have to mobilise against the 
English Defence League demonstration in their city on 
the same day. Searchlight promised to pass on any 
intelligence on the EDL's plans. 

Speaking after the conference about the TUC march, 
Dave Prentis, Unison's general secretary, said: “We 
need to fill London's streets with a record breaking 
number of people to send the government a strong 
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message that enough is enough — we want a future 
that works. 

Delegates who came to Searchlight's stall showed 
their solidarity by supporting our raffle and picked up 
affiliation forms for Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
(TUFS) to take back to their branches. Another visitor 
was Neville Lawrence, father of the murdered teenager 
Stephen Lawrence, who called in on his way to speak at 
a fringe meeting put on by the successful campaigning 
organisation Show Racism the Red Card. 

Delegates at the fringe meeting openly cried at Mr 
Lawrence's dignity and graciousness, and evident and 
continuing personal suffering as he told them: “At the 
beginning | wanted some basic answers about the 
death of our son. But every door was closed to us. It 
was not until | came to Unison conference that doors 
began to open.” Unison was the only union to give 
evidence on the state of race relations in Britain at the 
enquiry into Stephen Lawrence's death. He was moved 
by hearing how many hard-working, low-paid members 
were facing poverty in retirement and forced to work 
beyond retirement age. 

He also made an emotional plea to stop police 
privatisation: “If you privatise the police force, the 
government is no longer responsible. It won't be about 
crime any more, it will be about making money ... At 
the moment, the government is ultimately responsible. 
We want the police to be accountable to the public and 
not a fly-by-night private conglomerate." 

Through TUFS Searchlight continues to work 
alongside the trade unions to expose racism and 


Karen Michael of Norwich Unison and Norwich Trades Council visits the Searchlight 
stall at the Unison conference 
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Neville Lawrence with Cathy Pound, Searchlight trade union liaison officer, at Unison 
conference 


Just Around the Corner from Here 


Just around the corner from here 

there's a Union Jack in a window waving 

A tattooed man his skull he's shaving 

Doc Martens laced up beer in hand 
Meinkampf in his pocket, hate crime planned 
the politics of fascists the politics of fear 

just around the corner from here 


Just around the corner from here 

People choke on broken dreams 

Neglected ambitions and a lack of means 
Vulnerable to dogma and ideology 

The BNP adopt them and become their family 
Now they walk around with a permanent sneer 
just around the corner from here 


Just around the corner from here 

the English Defence League are on the street 

With bulldog flag and slogans, turning up the heat 
Fanning the flames of racial superiority 

And just when you thought the Nazis were history 
From out of the dust bin, they reappear 

just around the corner from here 


Just around the corner from here 

There's the germ of a virulent social disease 
prejudice and hatred, fascist by degrees 

For evil to flourish its well understood 

Good people do nothing, when really they should 
So speak out now, loud and clear 

Just around the corner from here 


Brian Sheridan 


Show Racism the Red Card fringe meeting at Unison conference: (I-r) Neville 
Lawrence, Liz Snape, Unison Assistant Secretary, Kate Hollingshead, SRTRC 
Education Worker, Paul Mortimer, ex-Charlton and Aston Villa footballer 


PCS General Secretary Mark Serwotka addresses the National Shop Stewards 


fascism at this crucial time, as the collapse of the British 
National Party raises the threat of other far-right parties 
gaining support and mainstream parties are 
scapegoating minorities and vulnerable sections of 
society in an absence of genuine working-class 
solutions to the present financial crisis. 

Earlier in June Searchlight representatives attended a 
meeting of the National Shop Stewards Network in 
London, the GMB conference in Brighton and the 
Women Chainmakers' Festival in the West Midlands. 
The Unite conference in the last week of June also had 
a Searchlight stall and we sent copies of Searchlight 
magazine to the RMT conference in Torquay. 

Searchlight activists will be at the Tolpuddle Martyrs’ 
Festival in Dorset on 13-15 July and the Durham 
Miners’ Gala on 14 July. 

Our big event will be our fringe meeting, Fighting 
fascism on all fronts, at the TUC conference in Brighton 
on 11 September. Confirmed speakers are Leonard 
Zeskind, US expert on the far right; Frank Dobson MP; 
Dominic Byrne, NUT; Megan Dobney, SERTUC; Bob 
Crow, RMT. The meeting from 5.30 to 7.00pm at the 
Old Ship Hotel, Brighton, will be chaired by Cathy 
Pound, Searchlight's trade union liaison officer. 


Wii 


GMB conference delegates received copies of Searchlight Photo Daphne Liddle 


Network Photo Daphne Liddle 
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Passing on the baton: academic 
analysis and the anti-fascist 


movement 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


Academic analysis of the far right comes in many shapes and 
forms. Political scientists have developed numerous models 
for examining the growth and decline of populist, ultra- 
nationalist parties that seek electoral success, such as the 
British National Party, in recent years. Meanwhile, terrorism 
experts are now generating a more nuanced interest in the 
nature of far right ‘lone wolf fanatics, and the wider sub- 
cultures that produce them. Moreover, psychologists interpret 
factors that make far right visions appealing, and linguists 
break down core messages articulated by far right 
propaganda. 

My own specialism, history, adopts a number of points 
from such experts, and has been deeply concerned with the 
ebb and flow of the far right in twentieth century Britain. In 
particular, historians are concerned with how British far right 
movements act as a lens through which we can explore the 
origins and appeal of fascism, and the ways in which fascist 
groupings can develop into clandestine social movements — 
even in largely hostile settings. 


Sources and analysis 
Yet academics are rather akin to investigative journalists: their 
work is only as good as their source material will allow it to 
be. Consequently, there has always been an important 
relationship between the sources that anti-fascist 
organisations, such as Searchlight, produce and the types of 
analysis that academics can develop at a later date. Of 
course, good researchers will take into account the 
characteristically skewed processes of archiving material 
developed by campaigning organisations, and academics will 
also pursue other means of procuring data sets. Yet often, 
despite an understandable, in-built selectivity, the information 
that anti-fascist groups have and continue to generate are 
vital to on-going academic analysis of the hidden activities of 
the far right. 

Moreover, in an ideal world, the relationship works the 
other way too. The discussions between academics and 
activists need to be dynamic ones, and campaigning 
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organisations potentially have much to learn from academic 
approaches to identifying, critiquing and explaining the 
dynamics of the far right. Indeed, academia is now moving 
away from ‘ivory tower’ analysis and is increasingly 
concerned with making an ‘impact’. Essentially, this 
relationship works well if each party knows the strengths of 
their own skills, and their limits too. Good fences make for 
good neighbours. 

By their nature campaigning organisations are focused on 
the present day situation. So some of the wider patterns of 
change, such as the intellectual roots of present groupings, or 
larger shifts in the dynamics of the political milieu, can 
become obscured when the focus is on finding out the latest 
developments. As a more historically focused analyst of the 
far right, | turn to Searchlight as a publication of record to 
find out what developments have happened in recent weeks 
and months. Meanwhile, historians such as myself have a lot 
to offer those seeking the richer context of the longer view. 


The legacy of Arnold Leese 
One case in point is highlighting the lasting impact of the 
often forgotten Arnold Leese. A fascinating figure in his own 
right, Leese's legacy has been significant for various 
generations of British fascists, and indirectly still has a role to 
play in contemporary thinking. A minor British fascist, and 
primarily operative during the interwar heyday of fascist 
movements across Europe, in the 1930s Leese led Britain's 
most virulent, Nazi-inspired movement: the Imperial Fascist 
League. Organisationally, the IFL was quite distinct from the 
Mosley-led British Union of Fascists, yet sought primarily to 
be a smaller elite of — to use their term — ‘Jew Wise’ activists, 
who promoted the idea that the world was run by a nefarious 
Jewish conspiracy. In his day, Leese even helped radicalise 
some interesting figures, such as the modernist poet and 
major propagandist for Italian Fascism during WWII, Ezra 
Pound. 

Moreover, Leese was important as his writings promoted 
the full extremes of Nazism’s biological hatred of Jews — a 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


particularly virulent strand of fascism that the IFL endorsed 
more fulsomely than even the anti-Semitic British Union of 
Fascists. Nevertheless, Leese’s impact in the interwar period 
was ultimately limited; his profile eclipsed by that of Mosley 
and the BUF. Leese's most high-profile encounter was in 
1936, when he was sentenced to six months in prison for 
publishing materials alleging the continued practice of Jewish 
ritual murder. He was also interned along with other British 
fascists in 1940, and even went on hunger strike — though in 
his autobiography he boasted of secretly eating, but not 
letting on to the authorities. 

In terms of his background, Leese was clearly a product of 
the British Empire as well as the epochal events of the first 
half of the twentieth century. He was an expert veterinarian 
by profession who went on to serve on the western front. He 
seems to have been mentally scarred by his wartime 
experiences before falling into an almost hysterical uptake of 
Nazi ideology after the crisis befalling the world in the wake 
of the First World War. Yet none of this excuses, for example, 
his promotion of the use of gas chambers to murder Jews — 
statements he made as early as 1935. Nevertheless, 
recognising his historical context is key to nuanced analysis of 
such extremists. 


Passing the baton from Arnold Leese to Colin Jordan 
Yet the Leese ‘story’ did not end with internment during 
WWII, as he went on to help a new postwar generation of 
fascist activists. Indeed, while Leese's interwar impact was 
notable but minimal, his postwar legacy was far more potent. 
His most prominent protégé was Colin Jordan, who after 
Leese's death went on to become leader of the National 
Socialist Movement, co-founder of the World Union of 
National Socialists, creator of the British Movement, and in 
his later life became the author of the magazine Gothic 
Ripples, an occasional publication initially published by Leese 
after the Second World War. 

Aside from receiving financial support from Leese's estate, 
Jordan also learned from Leese some key messages that 
helped him reinterpret Nazism for a new generation of 
activists. In the 1960s, alongside other radicals such as John 
Tyndall, Jordan's activities often landed him in prison. 
Meanwhile, he encouraged others to carry out violent, anti- 
Semitic attacks — events well documented by the emerging 
Searchlight organisation. This included selling reprints of 
Leese's interwar writings to help fund his on-going activities. 
Jordan's hard-line alternative to the National Front, the 
British Movement, even developed its own, shadowy 
terrorist operation, the National Socialist Group, which 
quickly disappeared after it was exposed by anti-fascists. 
Such revealing material collected by anti-fascists of the 
period is now set to become a valuable source for 
historians such as myself who are examining the history 
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monthly independent comment in these pages. 


of these clandestine movements. 

As his profile as an organiser waned, Jordan later copied 
the tactic of the American fascist William Pearce, author of 
The Turner Diaries. He wrote trashy fiction promoting hatred 
of non-whites, and the ideals of violent revolution, notably 
Merrie England 2000 and The Uprising. Again, these were 
steeped in extreme Nazi themes he learned from his mentor, 
Arnold Leese. In Jordan's later non-fiction writing, 
meanwhile, he preached a two-pronged approach to 
developing a fascist revolution, via the ballot box and via 
violent direct action. Indeed, as with previous generations of 
Nazis, he felt violence was central to overthrowing a 
democratic society. 


Colin Jordan's legacy today 

Moving to the present day, Jordan's legacy (which is still 
steeped in themes first developed in Britain as a result of 
Leese's interwar promotion of Nazism) has found a new 
audience. This renewed interest includes the New Right's 
recent IONA meetings. For example, in May 2012, in one 
such meeting headed up by the German National Democratic 
Party's Gunter Deckert, Jordan's legacy was well discussed. 
Current British Movement leader Steven Frost talked 
positively of Jordan's ideas, and suggested that he would be 
able to make more of his extensive writings available to the 
next generation of activists. Deckert even praised Merrie 
England 2000 as a major inspiration for his own activism. 

So it is important when examining such contemporary 
groupings to recognise the roles these play in the wider neo- 
Nazi social movement. Moreover, although IONA meetings 
and the British Movement are very small-scale gatherings, as 
with the interwar IFL, their impact as ideological 
clearinghouses is nevertheless very important. While the 
current incarnation of the British Movement is tiny in terms of 
members, it does have an important role in providing the 
intellectual backcloth for ongoing neo-Nazi activities. As with 
Leese in the 1960s, Jordan's legacy lives on from beyond the 
grave, and he is now becoming a key ideological lodestar for 
contemporary extremists. Furthermore, for academics, we know 
of this new interest in Jordan primarily through the recent 
reporting of IONA meetings in the pages of Searchlight. 


Anglo-American relationships 

Another key area where the anti-fascist activities of 
Searchlight are continuing to aid fresh academic analysis is 
the linkups between American and British far right activists. 
This ‘special relationship’ arguably began in earnest in 1962, 
when Jordan and Tyndall teamed up with the leader of the 
American Nazi Party, George Lincoln Rockwell, to launch the 
World Union of National Socialists - a network that attracted 
interest from Europe and even South Africa. A range of 
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prominent academics have examined the US far right over 
the years, while its dynamics are monitored by a wide variety 
of activists too. Two of the most notable academic voices to 
explore the world of Rockwell and American neo-Nazism 
more widely include Professor Leonard Weinberg and Dr 
Martin Durham. The latter has also been a contributor to 
Searchlight's pages, while his key 2007 volume White Rage 
offers some of the most penetrating scrutiny of the US 
movements. 

To help further examine the relationships between 
American and British activists, the Radicalism and New Media 
research group will be bringing together such academic 
voices in a conference dedicated to exploring the connections 
between the British and American far right since 1945. Yet, as 
well as inviting academic voices, our public conference — A 
Special Relationship of Hate - will include contributions from 
the Southern Poverty Law Center and the Institute for 
Research & Education on Human Rights (IREHR). With 
speakers including expert voices such as Leonard Zeskind, 
President of the IREHR, and a key player within policy 
debates on the US far right (whose major work Blood and 
Homeland offers another authoritative overview of US far 
right activities, and whose writings have more recently 
examined the phenomenon of the Tea Party movement), 
working with Searchlight allows our academic research group 
to pool the collective thoughts of academics and experts 
based outside of universities. 


‘Passing the baton’ 

To conclude by returning to the title of this piece, ‘passing 
the baton’, we can see that in this article the term refers to at 
least two layers of transfer, vital for better understanding the 
dynamics of the far right. Firstly, academics and campaigners 
alike need to examine the links that have developed between 
fascist and far right activists internationally, as well as through 
the generations. As we can see by the relationships between 
Leese and Jordan, as well as between Jordan and Rockwell, 
Nazi ideals have been developed and reinterpreted for new 
contexts. We still need to know more about these linkages, 
and how they are impacting on the present. 

Secondly, to help better understand these dynamics, we 
need to value the positive relationships that develop between 
academics and investigate journalists. The more the 
clandestine activities of the far right are documented month 
by month by magazines of record, such as Searchlight, the 
better informed academic examination of the phenomenon 
of far right activity will become. More generally too, the 
datasets that are currently being generated by campaigning 
organisations will provide a valuable archive for future 
generations of historians examining the shifting sands of the 
far right at this crucial time in its development. 
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No momentum, no unity 


By Sonia Gable 


EXPECTATIONS WERE HIGH but the man of the moment 
failed to deliver. Many former British National Party members, 
those recently disillusioned with Nick Griffin's leadership, 
others who left years ago, had called upon Andrew Brons to 
form a new ‘nationalist unity’ party and had promised to join. 

Among the 50 or so assorted far-right activists who gathered 
in Benwell, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Sunday 27 May the 
consensus, albeit tinged with some wishful thinking, was that 
the BNP was dead as an electoral force. Brons, one of the 
BNP's two MEPs elected in 2009, made a scathing attack on 
Griffin describing him as “dictatorial” and a “gangster” who 
surrounds himself with “deviants, simpletons and non-party 
members” to keep control of a dwindling BNP. He said voters 
would be entitled to ask whether Griffin, if elected, would run 
the country like he runs his party. 

But despite voicing his strongest public criticism of Griffin to 
date, Brons, 65, disappointed by failing to take the ultimate 
step. He has not changed his long-held view that it is impossible 
for a breakaway party to succeed while the parent party — the 
BNP — still exists and believes there is not yet enough 
momentum to propel a new party to success. But he knows that 
the BNP may take a long time dying: the £500,000 bequest 
currently being administered will give it a new lease of life. 

Instead Brons toys with the idea of going back to his (Nazi) 
“ideological roots" and rejoining the National Front as did the 
veteran Nazi Richard Edmonds, although the NF's election 
results in May show that whatever voter demand Brons thinks 
there remains for a party like the BNP, the NF has no prospect 
of tapping into it. So much for Brons's efforts to present a 
cleaned up image when he stood for election to the European 
Parliament in Yorkshire and The Humber three years ago. 

For the moment, however, he remains a BNP member, daring 
Griffin to expel him in the knowledge that any such unwise 
move risks generating Brons's elusive momentum and enabling 
him to appeal to party branches to go with him. 

Those present were mainly activists from the North East 
boosted by small groups from London and Yorkshire, 
representing almost every far-right political party and faction, 
including local representatives of the UK Independence Party 
and the English Defence League. Although the EDL has 
formed an alliance with the British Freedom Party, but the 
EDL supporters present expressed little interest in it and most 
others dismissed the BFP’s electoral prospects. 

The keenest in support of a new party are the Democratic 
Nationalists, centred on Bradford. No surprise there as this 
early BNP splinter continues to bob along the bottom of the 
tank. Their leader Jim Lewthwaite, a former BNP councillor, 
is negotiating with the equally inconsequential England 
First Party, based in Preston, with a view to a merger. They 
should do the maths: zero plus zero is still zero. 


Opinions differed on 
what should happen 
next. Some wanted to 
give up on electoral 
politics entirely. Ken 
Booth, the former BNP 
North East regional 
organiser, now not in 
any party, wants talks 
to continue between 
people from different 
groups and announced 
another meeting for September. Others are considering testing 
the electoral waters by standing in the police commissioner 
elections in November. Peter Rushton of the EFP and 
Lewthwaite said they would carry out a “feasibility study" 
for these elections. 

Despite the ‘nationalist unity’ aspiration, the non-BNP far 
right remains thoroughly fractured among parties whose 
political platforms guarantee they will stay tiny. The NF 
remains true to Nazism, is itself disunited and only managed 
to confuse activists by holding its own meeting in Scarborough 
a week after the Newcastle event. Edmonds didn't attend: he 
was sharing a platform with the German National Democratic 
Party (NPD) leader Ginter Deckert at a hardline national 
socialist meeting in Germany instead. That left the floor open 
to Eddy Morrison, who must hold the record for the number 
of far-right groups through which any one person can pass, 
including the NF itself several times. Discussions in 
Scarborough centred on whether to follow the unity road or 
continue promoting the NF. 

Some former BNP activists are now in the English 
Democrats, which hopes to gain support on the coat tails of 
the Scottish independence referendum, but has won little 
voter appeal for its main policy, an English Parliament. 
Likewise the BFP, which offers only the irrelevance of 
Islamophobia. There are other parties and campaigns, none 
worth mentioning. 

What most of them fail to realise is that it takes years of hard 
work for a party to gain voter recognition and achieve electoral 
success — in political and economic circumstances are favourable. 
It took 20 years for the BNP to start getting councillors elected 
(ignoring the blip that was Derek Beackon's short-lived victory in 
Tower Hamlets in 1993). The NF in the 1970s won a lot of 
support in the years after Enoch Powell's Rivers of Blood speech, 
but never won elections. Proponents of a new unity party talk 
about successes in the European Parliament election in 2014 
and the general election the following year. Brons may be more 
realistic and at the age of 65 no longer has the personal 
momentum needed to travel another long road. 


Friends no more: Andrew Brons (left) and 
Nick Griffin 
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Plantation prison 
system opposed 
In Louisiana 


By Leonard Zeskind, www.IREHR.org 


ON 29 MAY A three-day hearing began 
in a Louisiana courtroom. The hearing 
was on a narrowly constructed legal 
issue: whether or not a grand jury 
foreman was chosen in a racially 
discriminatory fashion. But the decision 
will have broad implications. Albert 
Woodfox, a prisoner who has been 
locked away in solitary confinement for 
most of the past three decades, is 
hoping that this court will finally set him 
free for a crime he most certainly did not 
commit. About 67,000 concerned 
people living in 125 countries who have 
signed an Amnesty International petition 
to the Louisiana Governor on Woodfox's 
(and Herman Wallace's) behalf are also 
waiting for the result. A judgment is not 
expected until early next fall. 


Albert Woodfox and Herman Wallace 
are two of the Angola Three still 
imprisoned. Robert King, once a prisoner 
who joined their lawsuit against 
perpetual solitary confinement, was 
released in 2001. In 1971, Woodfox and 
Wallace were serving time for robbery in 
Louisiana's Angola State Penitentiary 
when they started a chapter behind bars 
of the old Booby Seale-Huey Newton- 
led Black Panther Party. Their goals were 
to end the prison's system of racial 
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segregation, to protect new young 
prisoners from rape and other in-house 
crimes, and to improve the prison's 
brutal and inhumane conditions. In 
short, they were a thorn in the side for 
the prison administrators and guards 
who wanted to keep the old Angola 
plantation prison system in place. 


The United States has the highest 
incarceration rate of any country in the 
world, 730 souls for every 100,000 


individuals. The second and third highest 
are US territories, St Kitts with 649 and 
the Virgin Islands at 539 per 100,000 
respectively. By contrast, Russia, which is 
the fifth highest, comes in at 522. And 
Scotland and England-Wales have the 
89th and 90th highest rates respectively, 
and imprison 157 and 156 persons per 
100,000. 


Louisiana has the highest incarceration 
rate of any state in the USA: according 
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to a report in the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune on 14 May 2012, one adult for 
every 86. For African-American males, 
one in 14 is either imprisoned, or on 
parole or on probation. There are 5,000 
prisoners at Angola alone, and 75% of 
them are African-American 


In 1972 a white prison guard at 
Angola was stabbed 26 times and killed. 
The warden decided that Woodfox and 
Wallace were the killers, and threw them 
in solitary confinement. 


It is a well-documented fact that there 
was no material evidence linking the 
murder to either Woodfox or Wallace. A 
knife was recovered at the crime scene, 
and blood was everywhere. But no 
fingerprint evidence pointed to either 
man. When Woodfox and Wallace were 
tried for murder in 1973, the only 
evidence against them came from fellow 
inmates. One was schizophrenic and 
drugged, and would say anything for a 
transfer to more decent conditions. 
Another lied for favours and later 
recanted his perjured testimony. And 
while the prosecution's star witness, 
Hezekiah Brown, told the jury that 
nobody had promised him anything in 
exchange for his testimony, evidence 
uncovered after the trial showed that he 
agreed to testify for a weekly carton of 
cigarettes (essential prison currency), TV 
privileges and eventually a pardon. The 
warden recalled that, “Hezekiah was 
one you could put words in his mouth,” 
a statement that should have 
disqualified his testimony at the time. 


The case has had a long and sordid 
history in the years since. In 1992, 
nearly 20 years after his conviction, 
Woodfox finally got a fair hearing and 
his conviction was overturned, but he 
stayed imprisoned in solitary. Six years 
later, in 1998, he was convicted again in 
a retrial. Ten years after that, in 2008, a 
judge overturned that second 
conviction, but in 2010 an appeal court 


— bound by new more conservative 
guidelines — reinstated the conviction a 
second time. 


At the hearing at the end of this May, 
Woodfox was represented by a pro 
bono legal team from the Center for 
Equal Justice (formerly the Loyola Death 
Penalty Resource Center). It is one of 
many non-profit projects aimed at 
ending the many manifold injustices in 
the American legal system — injustices 
that are invariably concentrated in the 
South and Louisiana in particular. 


School to 
prison pipeline 


One of the most effective has been 
Family and Friends of Louisiana's 
Incarcerated Children, of which Gina 
Womack is the director. This 
organisation focuses on mobilising 
parents and the community to shut 
down youth prisons. And it aims to 
“derail” the school to prison pipeline 
that funnels so many of the children of 
the poor and people of colour into the 
prison system. 


This pipeline is the target of multiple 
organisations in every area of the 
country that cite the decline in public 
education, the rise of law enforcement 
personnel in the schools, and the unjust 
and racially discriminatory disciplinary 
actions taken as a matter of course. As 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) has reported, “Zero-tolerance 
policies impose severe discipline on 
students without regard to individual 
circumstances. Under the policies, 
children have been expelled for giving 
Midol to a classmate, bringing 
household goods to school to donate to 
Goodwill, and bringing scissors to class 
for an art project." 


The schools then use law enforcement 
personnel instead of teachers to handle 


“problem” misconduct. As a result there 
has been a sharp rise in expulsions and 
suspensions. “African-American 
students are far more likely than their 
white peers to be suspended, expelled 
or arrested for the same kind of conduct 
at school," according to the ACLU. The 
next step is juvenile prisons, where they 
often graduate to places like Louisiana's 
Angola prison. 


The Family and Friends organisation 
works on a grassroots community by 
community basis, educating families 
how to stand up for their children, work 
in coalitions, and fight for resources for 
public education. Some things are as 
basic as the Lemonade Day the 
organisation is sponsoring this year, 
which teaches children to run a small 
business and deal with money. On 17 
May it released a report calling for 
reform and change at the state's office 
of juvenile justice. It helps parents 
understand what they can do if the child 
is facing expulsion or suspension. And it 
mobilises to shut down the youth 
prisons entirely — and has been 
successful on a number of notable 
occasions. The success of Families and 
Friends of Louisiana's Incarcerated 
Children is due to the vision and 
dedication of its leadership and staff. 


They are working towards a world in 
which there will be no more Herman 
Wallaces and Albert Woodfoxes, stuck 
in solitary confinement for three decades 
for a crime they did 
not commit. 


Gina Womack: trying to 
shut down youth prisons 
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Honouring the 
dishonourable 


By Alfio Bernabei 


IF GIANNI ALEMANNO, the Mayor of Rome, gets his way, the 
Italian capital will soon have a street named after a Nazi-fascist 
who actively contributed to the implementation of racial laws 
in 1938 and later, as an enforcer in Mussolini's Salo Republic 
under Adolf Hitler, issued written orders to execute antifascists 
with bullets “in the back”. 


This type of execution was chosen to imply that the 
partisans were cowards who wouldn't be able to face the 
firing squads. 

The Nazi-fascist is Giorgio Almirante who died in 1988. This 
would by no means be the first time he gets honoured in such 
a way. Over the past 15 years of historical revisionism, during 
which centre-right political parties have sought to introduce 
the acceptable face of fascism to a new generation without 
being presented with any serious challenge, 37 towns 
throughout Italy (or “two hundred", according to his wife) 
have already paid him homage by naming streets, squares and 
parks after him. 
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Fascists renamed 50 streets in Rome after Giorgio Almirante during a night blitz in Rome 
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Being a particularly sensitive location, Rome so far has been 
spared such an affront. Now, however, a local commission in 
one of its districts has succeeded in obtaining enough votes to 
proceed with the renaming of a street after this particularly 
well-known fascist henchman who once championed 
biological racism so enthusiastically. 


Such an act is significant for far right militants because to 
them Almirante not only represents the continuation of 
Mussolini's fascism and of Nazi racist theories on the 
preservation of the purity of the blood but, as a follower of the 
philosopher Julius Evola, provides an inspiration to act as 
soldiers ready to subvert the democratic state and engage in 
assisting terrorists. 


Almirante was 24 years old when he signed the Manifesto 
della Razza, the Nazi-inspired racial measures that were turned 
into law by Benito Mussolini and eventually led to the Italian 
concentration camps and the deportation of thousands of Jews 
to Germany. Between 1938 and 1942 he contributed to the 
fascist magazine La Difesa della Razza (the defence of the 
race). He wrote that racism was the greatest and most 
courageous cultural manifestation “ever seen in Italy" and 
sought to prove, as Mussolini himself was doing, that if the 
Italian laws were following those already implemented in 
Germany, nevertheless the idea of racism itself, something to 
be proud of, was exclusively and “jealously” pioneered by 
fascism. 


At the end of the Second World War Almirante helped 
found the new fascist party, Movimento Sociale Italiano 
(Italian Social Movement - MSI). Like many other Nazi-fascists 
who had ordered killings, he enjoyed the benefits of an 
amnesty and later, when accused of complicity in criminal 
activities, was in a position to claim immunity as a Member of 
Parliament. In the 1960s and 1970s he kept close to military 
figures, met and acknowledged financial help from the leader 
of the subversive organisation P2, Licio Gelli, and, in turn, 
provided financial help to a fascist terrorist who had sought 


Almirante receives the fascist salute 


refuge in Franco's Spain after being found guilty of killing 
three carabinieri. 


By this time Almirante had already given his support to the 
Greek Colonels and to the Salazar regime in Portugal. His 
congratulations to Augusto Pinochet were acknowledged with 
gratitude. (It is interesting to notice how, following the 
example of what's happening in various parts of Europe, the 
spectre of fascism is rising its head again in Chile with a 
campaign attached to a documentary that tries to present the 
dictator as a saviour.) 


Alongside Gianfranco Fini, now speaker of the Lower House, 
who considers Almirante to be a father figure, Alemanno is big 
admirer who, after his election in 2008, admitted with regret 
that the time was not quite right to dedicate a street to such a 
controversial figure. He said it would be necessary to wait until 
“inclusive memory" established a degree of consensus and he 
would work to achieve that. 


To remind him of his promise, two months ago fascists in 
Rome staged a night-time demonstration during which 50 
streets were “renamed” after Almirante. Alemanno, himself a 
former neofascist militant who still wears a chain with a Celtic 
cross around his neck, must have reckoned that as his time as 
Mayor may soon run out, he must hurry to keep his promise. 


Both ANPI, the organisation of partisans who fought against 
the Nazi-fascists, and the Jewish community in Rome are 
determined to stop the plan to name a street after Almirante 
from going ahead. But much will depend on the amount of 
support they get for their aim. 


Almirante with Gianfranco Fini, who is now speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
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The order signed by Almirante to shoot antifascists “in the back" 
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Quo Vadis, Monsieur Copé? The choice 
that faced the leader of the UMP 


By Dr Mark Pitchford 


LAST MONTH'S ARTICLE on the French presidential elections 
highlighted how the British and French mainstream right dealt 
with the far right. It related how the Conservative Party and 
the Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP) limited the 
chances respectively of the National Front and Front National 
(FN) by articulating the concerns of far-right voters. In France, 
M. Sarkozy jumped into the FN's political space by expressing 
fears about immigration in general, and more specifically by 
pandering to Islamophobia. 

Whether Sarkozy's actions were genuine, or simply the 
opportunistic actions of a desperate man about to lose office, 
remains conjecture. This also leaves a quandary for 
researchers, as it renders the following question virtually 
unanswerable: is the UMP under Sarkozy similar to the 
post-1945 Conservative Party in Britain, in that it episodically 
dipped into the issues concerning far-right voters whilst 
remaining rooted in the mainstream, or is it undergoing a 
more permanent rightwards realignment? 

With Sarkozy's defeat, the person leading the UMP is its 
General Secretary, Jean-Francois Copé. As such, M. Copé has 
the opportunity to provide some direction to the UMP, and 
clarity regarding its relationship with the FN. The omens, 
admittedly, look good. Copé does not have the same political 
baggage as Sarkozy. 

But, Copé has a dilemma. The UMP secured 27.12% of 
the vote in the first round of the National Assembly elections. 
This puts the UMP close to the Socialist Party, which attracted 
29.35% support. When combined with their respective 
mainstream partners, however, the parliamentary right lags 
behind the parliamentary left by 12.7%. This obviously makes 
the FN's 13.6% of the vote, its best performance under the 
majoritarian system, interesting for the UMP, especially as all 
the opinion polls before the first round suggested that the 
FN's vote was solid. 

Therefore, a question arises: should M. Copé's party contest 
all of the second round seats, and thus split the right-wing 
vote and risk letting in the Socialist candidate, or should UMP 
candidates withdraw, thereby allowing the FN to secure seats 
and increase its electoral credibility? M. Copé has personal 
experience of such a problem. In 1995, he lost his seat in 
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the 5th constituency of Seine-et-Marne to a Socialist 
candidate due to the presence of an FN candidate splitting 
the right-wing vote. 

Adding to M. Copé's dilemma is the attitude of UMP 
voters. On 24 April, Le Monde reported that 64% of UMP 
voters supported an alliance with the FN for the National 
Assembly elections. (1) The Socialist Party leader, Martine 
Aubry, increased pressure on Copé by announcing on 23 
May the withdrawal of its third-placed candidates to support 
the UMP in a ‘republican front’ against the FN. (2) This 
prompted M. Copé to state that in a contest involving only 
Socialist and FN candidates, the UMP would support neither 
candidate. (3) 

It appears, however, that M. Copé's authority does not run 
deep in the UMP. The UMP'’s candidate in the Bouches-du- 
RhOnes' 16th constituency withdrew from the contest and 
supported the FN candidate because he felt closer to the FN's 
leader, Marine Le Pen, than the Socialists. (4) Former UMP 
government minister Nadine Morano, who has attracted 
criticism for Islamophobic comments, (5) pointed to similarities 
between the UMP and FN to attract the latter's voters in her 
constituency, (6) before calling in a far-right newspaper for all 
of the right to come together in the second round. (7) 


FN leader Marine Le Pen, whose party presents a dilemma for the UMP 


Despite M. Copé's statement that there would never be an 
alliance between the UMP and the FN, (8) these events have 
left the UMP's behaviour open to question. It is susceptible to 
the charge that they are turning away from the values of the 
Republic by considering a strategic alliance with the FN. This 
is the essence 
of current Prime 
Minister, Jean- 
Marc Ayrault's 
accusation that 
the UMP was 
preparing to ally 
with the FN. (9) 


. Obviously, M. 
Newly elected FN MP Marion Le Pen with Ayrault’s 
grandfather Jean-Marie comments 
smack of 


political opportunism. Nevertheless, M. Copé must stick to 
his stated position as such an alliance, even if only ‘strategic’, 
is laden with danger. 


Dr Mark Pitchford is the author of The Conservative Party 
and the Extreme Right, 1945-1975, MUP (2011); Visiting 
Research Fellow, King's College, London; British Fellow, 
Radicalism and New Media Group, Northampton University; 
Managing Editor e-Extreme, Newsletter of the ECPR's 
Standing Group in Extremism and Democracy 
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National 
Front wins 
two seats 


THE NATIONAL FRONT (FN) emerged from the 
second round of the National Assembly election 
with two seats. The second round is a run-off 
between the top two candidates in every 
constituency where no candidate received the 
absolute majority needed to secure election in 
the first round on 10 June. 


The result represents a significant advance 
as it is the first time the FN has had an MP since 
1997, when Jean-Marie Chevallier was elected, 
although his election was voided the following year. 


The two FN MPs are Marion Maréchal-Le Pen, 
niece of the FN leader Marine Le Pen, who won 
in Carpentras (Vaucluse) and becomes, at 22, the 
youngest MP, and Gilbert Collard, a lawyer, who 
won in Gard. The FN's founder and former leader, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, 84, said of his granddaughter's 
victory: “The goal was very much achieved, she is 
even above the estimate | had for her”. 


Marion Le Pen is following in her grandfather's 
footsteps: he too earned the title of youngest MP 
when he was elected in 1956 aged 28. 


Marine Le Pen failed narrowly to win election in 
Henin-Beaumont in the northern Pas de Calais 
region, losing to the Socialist Philippe Kemel by 
118 votes. She had taken a commanding lead in 
the first round with more than 42%. Altogether 
four FN candidates made it to the second round. 

The Socialist Party has 280 seats and 331 with 
allies, up by 104, giving it a comfortable majority. 
The main opposition party, the UMP, won 185 
seats, 218 with allies. 
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SPAIN 


Remembering the International 
Brigades 75 years on 


SUPPORTERS of the International 
Brigades joined with local mayors, 
archivists, local historians, family 
members and many others in events 
across Catalonia to commemorate the 
International Brigaders on their 75th 
anniversary. 

While the far-right Partido Popular 
government in Spain is hell-bent on 
destroying the memory of the Second 
Republic and all it stood for in terms of 
social progress, there are many who 
still honour the memory of the more 
than 35,000 volunteers who came to 
aid Spain in her time of need, and to 
defend the democratically elected 
government against the onslaught of 
fascism. Over 10,000 volunteers gave 
their lives in the struggle. 

On 30 May, a moving ceremony was 
held at the site of the wreck of the 
Ciudad de Barcelona, a ship that was 
torpedoed by Mussolini’s navy in sight 
of land off Malgrat de Mar in 
Catalonia. On board were more than 
250 International Brigaders, who had 
left Marseille on 29 May 1937 bound 
for Barcelona. Between 60 and 65 
volunteers were killed, either from the 
impact of the torpedo, by drowning, or 
from wounds received. 


Three family members, two sons and 
a niece, led the party who boarded 
ship to anchor above the wreck. The 
names of all those known to have died 
were read out, and a single red 
carnation was cast into the water for 
each one in their memory. The names 
of many of those who died will never 
be known, but they were honoured in 
a similar way. 

After the ceremony the party 
repaired to a nearby secondary school, 
where family members told the 
students the story of their relatives, 
how they were rescued, in two cases 
by local fishermen, how the third, a 
strong swimmer, rescued others. The 
young people sat spellbound 
throughout, and then contributed 
incisive questions. Later in the day 
there was a round-table discussion on 
the atrocity and its aftermath. 

On 3 June, an international group of 
walkers left Super-las-lllas on the 
French side of the Pyrenees to cross to 
Spain, ending at the village of La Vajol, 
where there was a reception in the 
local community hall, hosted by the 
secretary of the association for the 
memory of Lluys Companys, the 
President of Catalonia during the 


Santi Vila, Mayor of Figueres, Pauline Fraser, IBMT, Jordi Palou-Loverdos, Director of Memorial Democratic, 


and others pay thei respects to the International Brigaders after laying flowers at the plaque to their memory in 


the Castle of Saint Ferdinand, Figueres 
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By Pauline Fraser 


Republic. 

The walkers followed in the 
footsteps of the thousands of 
volunteers who crossed the Pyrenees 
by night to avoid French border 
guards, following the closure of the 
border with Spain under the terms of 
the ‘Non-Intervention Pact! in February 
1937. While Britain and France refused 
to give any assistance to the legitimate 
Spanish Government, Mussolini and 
Hitler backed the insurgent General 
Franco to the hilt. 

Flowers were laid at a memorial in 
Super-las-Illas and poems and extracts 
of Brigaders’ memoirs were read out 
there and at other stops along the way. 
At the end of the walk, the 25-strong 
group were met by three local mayors 
and their representatives at a memorial 
to Lluys Companys. He was one of 
500,000 refugees who fled to France 
after the fall of the Republic in 
February 1939. He was arrested by the 
Gestapo in Paris following the fall of 
France and sent back to Spain where 
Franco had him executed by firing 
squad in 1940. 

The mayors presented the 
International Brigade Memorial Trust 
with a fine plaque and beautiful 


Walkers climb towards the Spanish border 


flowers, in the Republican colours of 
red, gold and purple, were laid at the 
memorial. A representative of FFREEE, 
the association of children of 
Republican refugees, also attended. 
The plaque will be formally presented 
to David Lomon, one of the surviving 
British Brigaders, during the ceremony 
at the International Brigade memorial 
in Jubilee Gardens, London, on 7 July. 
The following day, 4 June, a 
ceremony took place at the Castle of 
Saint Ferdinand in Figueres, where the 
volunteers mustered before being 
taken to the International Brigade HQ 
at Albacete. In 2006, a plaque had 
been unveiled there by the late Jack 
Jones, former General Secretary of the 
TGWU and Life President of the IBMT. 
On this occasion, flowers were laid 
jointly by the Mayor of Figueres, the 
President of Memorial Democratic, 
Jordi Palao, and Pauline Fraser, 
committee member of the IBMT. 
Speeches were made in honour of the 


Brigaders and their legacy, and the 
crowd heard local musicians sing songs 
both from the Republic and newly 
composed in memory of the Brigaders. 

Later in the day, the group visited 
MUME, the museum of exile in La 
Jonquera, the closest border town to 
France, through which many refugees 
from all parts of Spain passed to 
escape from Franco's terror. Using 
archive footage, the museum explained 
how the exiles had ended up in refugee 
camps on the beaches in southern 
France, and that, after the Nazi invasion, 
many were sent to Mauthausen 
concentration camp, where two thirds 
of them died in the Holocaust. 

The events were organised by IBMT 
in collaboration with Memorial 
Democratic of Catalonia, and 
supported by AABI, the Spanish 
association for friendship with the 
International Brigades, FFALB, Friends 
and Family of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, and the German International 


The IBMT's Antifascistas exhibition at the GMB 
conference in Brighton last month. The exhibition, 
now touring around the country, tells the story of 
British and Irish volunteers in the Spanish Civil War 


Brigade memorial organisation was 
represented. A supporter from Puerto 
Rico also supported and took part. 
Thanks to readers of Searchlight who 

contributed to IBMT funds to sponsor 
this event and many others to keep 
alive the memory of the International 
Brigaders. To join the IBMT go to: 
www.international-brigades.org.uk. 


Historical memory suppressed 


ON 2 MARCH THIS YEAR, the right-wing Partido Popular 
(PP) government of Spain closed the Bureau for the victims of 
the civil war and the dictatorship. The party, which is the heir 
of francoism, of an enterprise of terror, has set in motion a 
plan to take away all institutional support from associations 
which, for more than ten years, had shaken off the shackles of 
a negotiated and imposed ‘forgetting’. 

The Bureau brought together thousands of pieces of data 
(the site of common graves, the list of 68,500 victims of 
francoism, etc). It allowed families and associations to advance 
their research into the disappeared, in the verification of 
different forms of repression ... from now on, abandoned to 
their fate, the victims can no longer have recourse to the 
executive and only with difficulty to the power of the judiciary. 
All this is contrary to international law. All the families can now 
do is to look for compensation. 

The PP has overthrown the 2007 law of historical memory. 
Now, the far right intends to intimidate, to stifle the work of 
recovering memory and to impose the rewriting of history. The 
PP is changing street names to reinstate francoists: the mayor of 
Elche has removed the name ‘Pasionaria’ and replaced it with 
the name of a previous francoist mayor of the town. In Madrid, 
they have renamed a street General Mola Street, after one of 


the fascist generals. 

The social war that led the ultra neo-liberal government of 
Spain and the municipalities, the ‘autonomous regions’ that the 
Partido Popular directs, doubles as a war against all who are 
concerned with the recovery of historic memory. The one has 
need of the other. After having amputated between 20% and 
30% of social budgets, the government is going to reduce by 
60% the funds destined for memorial associations. These few 
crumbs will be exclusively for the opening of graves. When one 
knows that there are close to 2,000 grave sites and that the 
associations have only recovered 5,000 bodies (with the certain 
knowledge that there are more than 130,000) the exhumation 
will take decades. 

The revisionist offensive intends to empty the popular 
memory of its political content and ideology. To exploit the 
people, to put them under a consensual servitude, it must begin 
by putting their memory to sleep, their conscience of a historical 
continuity. Social cuts and cuts in memorials are two of a kind. 
Mariano Rajoy announced that he would do it and now he has 
done it. “Not a single euro from the public purse to recover the 
past.” 
¢ This article first appeared in /’Humanité, translated from 
French by Pauline Fraser. 
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Racism and xenophobia rou 


By Natasha Yudina, Sova Centre 


NO FEWER THAN 12 people were harmed in assaults 
motivated by racism and neo-Nazism in May, one of 
whom — a Turkish Mashketin in Rostov-on-Don — was 
killed. The incidents occurred in Moscow (one injured) 
St Petersburg (seven injured) the Novosibirsk region 
(one injured) the Rostov region (one killed, one injured) 
and the Samara region (one injured). Victims included 
natives of Central Asia (five injured) the Caucasus (one 
killed, two injured) members of informal and left-wing 
youth groups (two injured) LGBT activists (one injured) 
and Russians (one injured). 

The May figures mean that during the first five months 
of 2012, a total of five people have been killed and 
70 injured in 14 regions of Russia, with one receiving a 
serious death threat. 

One noteworthy incident was an assault on the 
journalist Sergei Aslanyan on the night of 29 May 
The investigation is looking at several motives for the 
assault, including the possibility that it was related to the 
journalist's comments about the prophet Muhammad 
while on air at the Mayak radio station. 

Right-wing radicals’ public activity remained high in 
May. Russian nationalists participated, as is traditional, 
in marches and rallies on 1 May in Moscow and 17 other 
cities. In Moscow 
about 500 gathered 
for the Citizens’ 
March by the 
Oktyabr'skoye Pole 
underground station, 
slightly fewer than 
last year. Neo-Nazis 
from the Communist 
Party of the Russian 
Federation 
participated in very 
small numbers in the 
March of Millions 
opposition protest on 
6 May and in marches 
and rallies on 9 May. 
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May Day Citizens’ March in Moscow 
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They also attempted to play an active role in the Occupy 
protest camps in Moscow on Chistye Prudy (Clean Ponds) 
and especially at Vosstaniya Square. 

Violent nationalist acts continued. In St Petersburg on 
17 May nationalists assaulted participants in the LGBT 
“Rainbow Flash Mob" and later a bus of migrant 
workers. LGBT activists who took part in the May Day 
“Monstration" were attacked in Novosibirsk on 1 May. 

Videos in which members of the Kyrgyz “Patriot” gang 
mock their countrywomen for dating young immigrants 
from Tajikistan continued to spread on the internet. 

One of the victimised women was found in Kyrgyzstan 
and persuaded to write a complaint to law enforcement 
agencies. The complaint led to a criminal prosecution 
which is expected to be transferred to Moscow. 

The Sova Centre documented six acts of vandalism in 
May that qualify as motivated by hatred or neo-Nazi 
ideological attitudes. Ideological (4 instances) and 
Orthodox (2 instances) objects were damaged. Since the 
beginning of the year, no fewer than 23 such acts of 
vandalism have occurred in 13 regions of the country. 

The SOVA Centre is not aware of any sentences 
imposed in cases of racist violence in which hate was held 
to be a motive in May. Since the year began, 19 people in 
five regions of the country were prosecuted for such 
crimes: one received a life sentence, 12 were imprisoned 


The Great Russia column on the March of Millions on 6 May 


ndup for May 


for various terms, four were put on probation, one was 
cleared of charges after reconciliation of the parties and 
one was acquitted. 

The first sentence in the case of the Ekaterinburg cell, 
the Minin and Pozharsky People's Militia (NOMP), is 
noteworthy: the Sverdlovsky regional court imposed a 
suspended sentence of six years’ imprisonment under 
Part 1 Article 30 and Article 279 (preparation of armed 
rebellion) and Article 205-1 of the Criminal Code 
(recruiting people into terrorist activity) on Vladislav 
Ladeishchikov (Termite) a former criminal investigator. 
The relatively light sentence can be explained by the fact 
that the defendant made a deal with the investigation 
and fully admitted his guilt. 

Four sentences were handed out for xenophobic 
propaganda in May — in the Stavropol Krai, Kurgan and 
Murmansk regions, and in the Republic of Udmurtia. 
Five people were convicted in these cases: three were 
sentenced to a fine, one to corrective labour and one to 
mandatory labour. In total since the beginning of 2012, 
31 sentences in 27 regions, in which 40 people were 
convicted, have been imposed for xenophobic 
propaganda. 

Seven additions were made to the Federal List of 
Extremist Materials in May to include: the longstanding 
message from the Combat Organisation of Russian 
Nationalists with threats and a photograph of a severed 
head of a migrant worker; an article by the editor of 
Radical Politics Boris Stomakhin; antisemitic xenophobic 
books, leaflets, video clips, articles found on various 
internet sites and the social network Vkontakte, one 
issue of Rabochaya Gazeta and several texts by L Ron 
Hubbard, the founder of Scientology. 

Finally the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation 
recognised the international neo-Nazi alliance Blood and 
Honour as extremist and banned its activities in Russian 
territory. The court's decision has not yet come into 
effect and Blood and Honour is not yet included in the 
Federal List of Extremist Organisations. That list, which 
is published on the Ministry of Justice website and does 


not cover terrorist groups, now includes 28 organisations. 


Nationalists join 
second March of 
Millions in Moscow 


From the Sova Centre 


AROUND 550 ACTIVISTS from several nationalist and 
far-right organisations brought their flags and banners to 
the second March of Millions opposition protest on 12 June. 
The larger groups were around one hundred each from the 
Great Russia party and the Russian All-People's Union. 

As they lined up on Strastnoy Boulevard, activists from 
Solidarity on one side of the street traded insults with 
nationalists on the other side. During the march nationalists 
chanted “Russia — Russian power”, “The future belongs 
to us", “Russia will be great", “Moscow, a Russian city”, 
“Russian order on Russian soil", and various racist and 
anti-immigrant slogans. 

There were no significant incidents during the march but 
nationalists shouted obscene remarks during the speeches 
and jumped onto the barricades in an attempt to mount 
the stage. 

When another column carrying the imperial flag tried 
to join their comrades by the stage, they were blocked 
by protesters chanting “Fascism shall not pass". One 
antifascist snatched the imperial flag and threw it on the 
ground. The clash ended when other participants in the 
rally stood between the two groups. 

The well-known ultra-rightist lvan Mironov addressed 
the rally from the nationalist side and read a letter by Daniil 
Konstantinov, who was arrested on suspicion of committing 

murder. At 
the end of the 
meeting, the 
nationalists 
tried to attack 
defenders 
of the punk 
group 
“Pussy Riot", 
breaking one 
person's nose. 


‘Tomorrow belongs to us’: nationalist banner at the 
March of Millions on 12 June 


July 2012 | Searchlight | 31 


News and analysis 


Golden Dawn violence boosted by poll result 


By Sonia Gable 


ATTACKS ON IMMIGRANTS are reported to have increased 
since the Greek national election on 17 June in which the 
extreme-right Golden Dawn party won 18 seats in parliament. 

Petros Constantinou, coordinator of the United Against 
Racism and Fascist Violence Movement, said: “There is a huge 
pogrom under way now that has been organised by Golden 
Dawn gangs, with fascist and racist attacks in neighbourhoods 
and in rail and bus stations. Right now we have dozens of 
injured stabbing victims." 

Golden Dawn retained 18 of the 21 seats it won in the May 
election, polling 6.92%, despite revelations of its violence and 
extreme views, and an incident in which party spokesman Ilias 
Kasidiaris slapped a female politician and threw a glass of 
water on another on live television during the campaign. 

Constantinou said that Golden Dawn's strong showing in 
the poll had emboldened it to step up the violence and 
accused police of turning a blind eye. He added that the police 
were aware of video footage of a stabbing of an immigrant at 
a central Athens railway station the day after the election but 
had done nothing about it. That is hardly surprising: in May 
more than half of police officers in Athens reportedly voted for 
Golden Dawn. 

Many Greek people see the entry of the far-right party into 
parliament this year, for the first time, as a symptom of the 
alienation and hardship that their society is experiencing. 
Golden Dawn has capitalised on anger at how the main parties 
have handled the country's economic problems. However it 
provides no solution for working people and so can only act as 
a distraction, channelling that anger into the dead ends of 
scapegoating immigrants and dividing communities. 

The election has resulted in Greece being run by a 
government coalition dominated by the conservative New 
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Golden Dawn spokesman Ilias Kasid 


s demonstrates his party's violence on live TV 
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Democracy party, which has 129 of the 300 seats, supported 
by the social democratic PASOK (33 seats), both of which 
were responsible for reducing workers and youth to poverty 
over the past five years. They are joined by the 17 Democratic 
Left MPs. All three parties have stressed their commitment to 
the €130 billion (£104 billion) bailout memorandum imposed 
by the European Union, International Monetary Fund and 
European Central Bank, arguing only for a shift in its timescale, 
a plea that the German Bundesbank president Jens Weidmann 
has rejected. 

The opposition party, Syriza (Coalition of the Radical Left), 
which came second in the poll campaigned on a platform of 
opposition to the austerity measures, but now says its aim is to 
function as a “responsible” opposition and that an ND led 
government is the “will of the people”. Syriza's leader Alexis 
Tsipras says his party will not lead efforts to mobilise social 
opposition to the new government: “Our role is to be inside 
and outside parliament, applauding anything positive and 
condemning all that is negative and proposing alternatives." 

In reality New Democracy has no popular mandate for 
austerity. Many people voted for New Democracy and PASOK 
because of fear of the unknown if Greece were to be thrown 
out of the eurozone. Even so, the election saw a record low 
turnout with just 62.4% of voters participating, down from 
65.1% in May. The high abstention rate reflects lack of faith in 
all the parties. 

The economy is expected to shrink by a further 7% this year 
as a direct result of the austerity measures already imposed. 
According to the Athens Chamber of Commerce, around 
68,000 businesses have closed over the past 17 months and 
another 36,000 are expected to close in the coming year. 

More than one in four people are unemployed, rising to one 
in two among youth. Wages have been cut by up to half and 
pensions slashed. Yet the coalition is planning even harsher 
cuts. Around 15,000 public sector jobs are to go this year as 
part of a plan to reduce the overall number by 150,000. 
Government spending is to be cut by €480 million and pension 
costs reduced by €300 million this year alone. 

The government also intends to undertake large-scale 
privatisation of state assets to raise €50 billion and “structural” 
labour reforms, giving employers the power to hire and fire at 
will. However not all will suffer under the ND government. 
The party has proposed cutting corporation tax and the top 
rate of personal tax to 15% and 32% respectively. 

Despite the coalition's 29-seat parliamentary majority — the 
result of ND bagging the 50 bonus seats from coming just 
ahead of second-placed Syriza — it has no mandate for this 
programme. As Reuters noted bluntly, “With Greek society 
deeply split, a repeat of the violent anti-austerity protests seen 
last year is a constant threat.” 


Gitta Sereny: investigator 


of Nazis 
By Sonia Gable 


GITTA SERENY, who died last month 
aged 91, was an investigative 
journalist who used close contact with 
individuals who committed some of 
the worst crimes to explain what had 
caused them to commit such evil acts. 
Among her best known subjects were 
Franz Stangl, the commander of the 
Treblinka death camp, and Albert 
Speer, a confidant of Hitler who 
played a leading role in running the 
Nazi economy. 

Her technique provoked controversy. 
Some critics felt that allowing such 
people to tell their own stories in her 
books, albeit with her comments on 
their statements, showed too much 
sympathy with them. After Stangl's 
conviction in 1970 Sereny interviewed 
him for a total of 70 hours about his 
life and crimes, material that formed 
the main part of her book Into that 
Darkness published in 1974. She was 
able to investigate how an ordinary 
man came to commit such 
extraordinary acts and how he 
survived his own conscience. She 
believed it was his acknowledgement, 
if only slight, to her of his guilt that 
precipitated his death soon afterwards. 

Sereny believed no one was beyond 
redemption. Even Stang! was not 
totally evil in her eyes. She tried to 
challenge what she saw as the easy 
and ignorant division of people into 
good or evil. “| want the readers to 
think: let us compare ourselves to the 
people who were in those situations. 
How would we have behaved?” This 
is important: no one is born bad. 
Sereny looked for the factors that 
influenced them to become bad, but if 
a person can be turned to evil they 
can also be returned to good. Sereny 
refused to see Nazis simply as 
monsters. They were people, formed 
by their experiences. 

Her other important study of Nazism 


centred on Albert Speer who 
contacted Sereny in 1977 to express 
support for an article she had written 
that challenged the contention by 
David Irving, the Holocaust denying 
writer, that Hitler did not know about 
the Nazi extermination of the Jews. 
They maintained contact and 
eventually he agreed to an extended 
series of interviews. Again, some 
reviewers criticised the resultant book 
Albert Speer, His Battle With Truth, 
published in 1995, but it challenges 
Speer's contention that he too was 
ignorant of the fate of the Jews under 
the Nazi regime. 

Getting close to her subjects 
certainly presented a risk of identifying 
too closely with them. She probed 
closely into their minds, and especially 
into their childhood experiences, 
which is where she found the clues to 
why they committed their terrible acts. 
Getting close, immersing yourself in 
the subject matter to understand fully 
what motivates your opponents and 
how they operate, is an important 
research technique for antifascist 
investigators, but in doing that it is 
essential to hold on to your moral 
compass. Spend time with fascists to 
understand them, but never lose sight 
of your antifascism. 

Sereny was also very thorough, 
learning everything she could about 
the Third Reich. She believed firmly in 
sticking to the facts, writing: “Untruth 
always matters and not just because it 
is unnecessary to lie when so much 
terrible truth is available. Every 
falsification, every error, every slick 
rewrite job is an advantage to the 
neo-Nazis." It may seem obvious put 
in black and white like that, but many 
people form their view or theory first 
and then select facts and evidence to 
support it. Antifascist investigators 
should always start with the 


intelligence and evidence, analyse it, 
find more evidence to fill in the gaps 
and then form their theory based on 
the evidence, even if the result is 
unexpected or inconvenient. 

Sereny's conflict with Irving started 
with the publication of his book 
Hitler's War in 1977. The book 
claimed that Hitler had not known 
about the extermination of the Jews 
until October 1943. She recalled: “| 
was intrigued by his book ... My first 
thought was that it was very good. | 
thought his idea - which turned out to 
be wrong, namely that Hitler did not 
know about the Holocaust — was just 
possible.” 

Reviewing the book in The Sunday 
Times she suggested it was “closer to 
theology or mythology” rather than a 
work of history. When she and her co- 
author Lewis Chester looked more 
closely at the evidence they found a 
remark about the Holocaust from Otto 
Glinsche, a primary source used 
selectively by Irving, who had said 
“one must assume that he [Hitler] did 
know". After Sereny’s article “Spin 
Time for Hitler” was published in The 
Observer in April 1996, Irving sued, 
claiming that the paper failed to 
publish his reply to the article and 
alleging that Sereny had pursued a 
campaign of defamation against him. 

In an interview Sereny said of Irving 
perceptively: “He is obsessed with a 
number of things, his feelings for 
Hitler and his own feelings about the 
Jews. He has great sympathy with 
Hitler and that makes him dangerous. 
| am the red cloth for him because | 
am as familiar as he is with the 
areas he writes about.” Irving 
eventually dropped the case and 
went on to lose another libel case 
against the writer Deborah Lipstadt 
and Penguin Books, which resulted in 
his bankruptcy. 
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Iron Sky - deeply 
ironic with a message 
or just bloody funny? 


By Ketlan Ossowski 


Even anti-fascists need to relax and have a laugh sometimes, 
and what better way than with a film about nazis on the moon? 


Iron Sky, 2072. 
Directed by Timo Vuorensola. 


Starring Julia Dietze, Christopher Kirby, Peta Sergeant, 
Stephanie Paul, Kym Jackson, Gétz Otto and Udo Kier. 


WHATEVER YOU MIGHT SAY about Iron Sky, it’s 
consistently predictable, consistently bonkers and 
consistently bloody funny. 

The basic premise is that the Nazis have set up a secret 
base on the moon in 1945, where they have hidden out and 
plan to return to power at some point in the future. With a 
nod to the many parodies of Star Trek and Downfall, among 
other movies, Iron Sky engages us in many different ways, 
though | suspect that people will be looking for messages 
that simply aren't there. Expecting anything other than a 
romp where fun is poked at pretty much everyone, might 
leave the viewer disappointed. 


Here's the synopsis: 


‘In the last moments of World War II, a secret Nazi space 
program evaded destruction by fleeing to the Dark Side of 
the Moon. During 70 years of utter secrecy, the Nazis 
construct a gigantic space fortress with a massive armada 
of flying saucers. 

When American astronaut James Washington (Christopher 
Kirby) puts down his Lunar Lander a bit too close to the 
secret Nazi base, the Moon Fiihrer (Udo Kier) decides the 
glorious moment of retaking the Earth has arrived sooner 
than expected. Washington claims the mission is just a 
publicity stunt for the President of the United States 
(Stephanie Paul), but what else could the man be but a 
scout for the imminent attack by Earth forces? The Fourth 
Reich must act! 

Two Nazi officers, ruthless Klaus Adler (Gétz Otto) and 
idealistic Renate Richter (Julia Dietze), travel to Earth to 
prepare the invasion. In the end when the Moon Nazi UFO 
armada darkens the skies, ready to strike at the unprepared 
Earth, every man, woman and nation alike, must re-evaluate 
their priorities.’ 

Gétz Otto, who had a role in Downfall (Der Untergang), 
plays a suitably sinister and over-the-top nazi, while Dietze 
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plays the brainwashed love interest. Kirby, the male- 
model/astronaut, seems to spend the entire film either 
confused or doing the action hero bit. He also spends most 
of the film white, which probably added to the confusion. 

But the star of the film for me was Stephanie Paul, who 
played the role of a hyperactive and lunatic President a la 
Sarah Palin. 

The film has been accused of being anti-American and it 
is, in the sense that the Presidential cynicism and hatred of 
all things non-American is overt, much like the rhetoric we 
repeatedly heard from George W. Bush and his political pals 
in the run-up to Iraq but all a tad more in yer face because 
we hear the conversations behind the scenes as Stephanie 
Paul speculates on her chances of re-election as a wartime 
President. 

‘Obviously, it's got something to say about 
warmongering,’ says Finnish director Timo Vuorensola. 
‘From my point of view, | am frightened by the rhetoric of 
international politics right now. It has echoes of the 1930s 
and the rise of fascism. However, it's up to audiences if 
they want to grab that message.’ 

In many ways, Iron Sky is reminiscent of the old fifties 
and sixties B-movies, complete with flying saucers and a 
non-PC plot that shouldn't be taken entirely seriously, but 
with the addition of present-day CGI and Vuorensola who 
clearly knows what he's doing, the film is transformed into 
a likely cult classic. 

For a mere €7.5m (around a million of which was crowd- 
sourced from fans of the project), Vuorensola has produced 
a little classic — the story's good and tight, it’s funny as all 
hell, the stars fit nicely into their allotted roles and the CGI, 
sets and costumes are superb. Given the quality of some 
films that cost $100m or more to make, this is a major 
achievement for all concerned. 

Message or not, this film gets a resounding thumbs-up 
from me. 
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